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f PREFACE.

This book is not a biography, nor was it intended to
be. Its main purpose is to put within the reach of ou
Jyouth a collection of Lincoln’s words which, in them-
selves, will be a source of inspiration to all that read
them and will serve as models of good English to the
schools, and to make known his words as they ought
o be known by all good Americans.
¢ It is impossible to lay too much stress upon these
‘qualities of Lincoln’s words: their inspiring power,
their terseness and vigor, and their worthiness to he
studied and known by his countrymen. The edit i,
therefore, asks the special attention of the readers of
‘this book to what has been said upon this matter by
the writers quoted.

i A second purpose of the book is to gather togeiher
into such form as will make them easily accessible to
the young, those speeches, letters and state paper: of
Mr. Lincoln that most clearly reveal what sor! of
patriot, statesman and man he was. It hasin it, th :re-
fore, no connected or detailed account of Mr. Lince'n’s
‘boyhood or early manhood. It begins with him wlere
‘his national life may be said to begin, in the middl: of
ithe year 1858, giving some of his deeds and words fiom
Yhat time to his death. What he did and said before
51858, though important as a preparation for his la1ger
work, were almost entirely local in their character, :i\nd
-have, therefore, a limited interest to the young people
3
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PREFACE. 5

the public letters Mr. Lincoln defends, explains or vin-
dicates his public action. Written to private individuals,
.to committees, and to men in public position, they are
‘in reality addressed to the public, to the people, to
debate with them questions of public importance and to
prepare their minds for his next action. In the purely
private letters Mr. Lincoln is seen in another light
"entirely. His sympathy, his thoughtfulness, his kind-
.ness, his gentleness and his fidelity to his duty all
‘come before us. All his speeches, state papers, letters
and addresses are so plain, so simple, as to need only a
reading to be understood. The editor, therefore, has
been careful to add a note here and there only.

In addition to Mr. Lincoln’s own words, some of the
best things that have been written about him and his
words have been put into the book. These serve (1) to

; present a view of him not possible to be obtained from
" his own writings, given, as it is, by his contemporaries;
! (2) to call attention to some special characteristic of his
speeches, letters and papers, and in this way to make
-clearer their object and the nature of the work which
-he was doing; (3) to show to the youth of our schools
what friends, eminent public men, and poets have said
. of him; (4) to bind together the book into a connected
whole and so give a more nearly complete portrait of
' Mr. Lincoln; and (5) to induce both teacher and pupil
to read more widely and study more carefully the
"words of the ‘“‘first American.”
~ In the arrangement of the material selected, the
: greatest care has been taken so that the picture might
‘grow as the reading proceeded from the beginning to
the end. The editor believes this part of his work will~
commend itself to any who will examine it carefully.
Lastly, the purpose of the book is to present a con-
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12 LINCOLN’S FAVORITE POEM.

The hand of the king that the sceptre hath borne,
The brow of the priest that the mitre hath worn,
The eye of the sage, and the heart of the brave,
Arehidden and lost in the depths of the grave.

The peasant, whose lot was to sow and to reap,

The herdsman, who climbed with his goats up the
steep,

The beggar, who wandered in search of his bread,

Have faded away like the grass that we tread.

The saint, who enjoyed the communion of heaven,
The sinner, who dared to remain unforgiven,

The wise and the foolish, the guilty and just,
Have quietly mingled their bones in the dust.

So the multitude goes—like the flower or the weed
. That withers away to let others succeed;

So the multitude comes—even those we behold,
To repeat every tale that has often been told.

For we are the same our fathers have been;

We see the same sights our fathers have seen;

We drink the same stream, we view the same sun,
And run the same course our fathers have run.

The thoughts we are thinking, our fathers would think;
From the death we are shrinking, our fathers would
shrink;



-

LINCOLN’S FAVORITE POEM. 13

To the life we are clinging, they also would cling ;—
But it speeds for us all like a bird on the wing.

They loved—but the story we cannot unfold;

They scorned—but the heart of the haughty is cold;

They grieved—but no wail from their slumber will
come;

They joyed—but the tongue of their gladness is dumb.

They died—aye, they died;—we things that are now,

That walk on the turf that lies over their brow,

And make in their dwellings a transient abode,

Meet the things that they met on their pilgrimage
road.

Yea! hope and despondency, pleasure and pain,
Are mingled together in sunshine and rain;

And the smile and the tear, the song and the dirge,
- Still follow each other, like surge upon surge.

'Tis the wink of an eye—’tis the draught of a breath—
- From the blossom of health to the paleness of death,
From the gilded saloon to the bier and the shroud:—
Oh! why should the spirit of mortal be proud?

WiLLiam Knox.

Nore.—Mr. Knox was a Scotchman, a contemporary of Sir
. Walter Scott. He died in 1825, at the age of 36.
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virulently attacked as ultra by one side; all that he
left undone, to be stigmatized as proof of lukewarm-
ness and backsliding by the other. Meanwhile he was
to carry on a truly colossal war by means of both; he
was to disengage the country from diplomatic entangle-
ments of unprecedented peril undisturbed by the help
or the hindrance of either, and to win from the crown- -
ing dangers of his administration, in the confidence of
the people, the means of his safety and their own. He
has contrived to do it, and perhaps none of our Presi-
dents since Washington has stood so firm in the confi-
dence of the people as he does after three years of
stormy administration.

Mr. Lincoln's policy was a tentative one, and rightly
so. He laid down no programme which must compel
him to be either inconsistent or unwise, no cast-iron
theorem to which circumstances must be fitted as they
rose, or else be useless to his ends. He seemed to
have chosen Mazarin's motto, Le temps et moi.* The
moi, to be sure, was not very prominent at first; but
it has grown more and more so, till the world is begin-
ning to be persuaded that it stands for a character of
marked individuality and capacity for affairs. Time
was his prime-minister, and, we began to think, at one
period, his general-in-chief also. At first he was so
slow that he tired out all those who see no evidence of
progress but in blowing up the engine; then he was 80

*Time and I. Cardinal Mazarin was prime-minister of Louis
XIV. of France. Time, Mazarin said, was his prime-minister.
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which, in his debate with Mr. Douglas, he went
straight to the reason of the question; nor have we
ever had a more striking lesson in political tactics than
the fact, that opposed to a man exceptionally adroit in
using popular prejudice and bigotry to his purpose,
exceptionally unscrupulous in appealing to those baser
motives that turn a meeting of citizens into a mob of
barbarians, he should yet have won his case before a
jury of the people. Mr. Lincoln was as far as possible
from an impromptu politician. His wisdom was made
up of a knowledge of things as well as of men; his
sagacity resulted from a clear perception and honest
acknowledgment of difficulties, which enabled him to
see that the only durable triumph of political opinion
is based, not on any abstract right, but upon so much
of justice, the highest attainable at any given moment
in human affairs, as may be had in the balance of mutual
concession. Doubtless he had an ideal, but it was the
ideal of a practical statesman,—to aim at the best, and
to take the next best, if he is lucky enough to get even
that. His slow, but singularly masculine, intelligence
taught him that precedent is only another name for
embodied experience, and that it counts for even more
in the guidance of communities of men than in that of
the individual life. He was not a man who held it
good public economy to pull down on the mere chance
of rebuilding better. Mr. Lincoln’s faith in God was
qualified by a very well-founded distrust of the wisdom
of man. Perhaps it was his want of self-confidence
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that more than anything else won him the unlimited
confidence of the people, for they felt that there would
be no need of retreat from any position he had
deliberately taken. The cautious, but steady, advance
of his policy during the war was like that of a Roman
army. He left behind him a firm road on which public
confidence could follow; he took America with him
where he went; what he gained he occupied, and his
advanced posts became colonies. The very homeli-
ness of his genius was its distinction. His kingship
was conspicuous by its workday homespun. Never
was ruler so absolute as he, nor so little conscious of
it; for he was the incarnate common-sense of the
people. With all that tenderness of nature whose
sweet sadness touched whoever saw him with some-
thing of its own pathos, there was no trace of senti-
mentalism in his speech or action. He seems to have
had but one rule of conduct, always that of practical
and successful politics, to let himself be guided by
events, when they were sure to bring him out where
he wished to go, though by what seemed to unprac-
tical minds, which let go the possible to grasp at the
desirable, a longer road.

On the day of his death, this simple Western attor-
ney, who according to one party was a vulgar joker,
and whom the doctrinaires among his own supporters
accused of wanting every element of statesmanship,
was the most absolute ruler in Christendom, and this
solely by the hold his good-humored sagacity had laid
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on the hearts and understandings of his countrymen.
Nor was this all, for it appeared that he had drawn the
great majority, not only of his fellow-citizens, but of
mankind also, to his side. So strong and so persuasive
is honest manliness without a single quality of romance
or unreal sentiment to helpit! A civilian during times
of the most captivating military achievement, awk-
ward, with no skill in the lower technicalities of man-
ners, he left behind him a fame beyond that of any
conqueror, the memory of a grace higher than that of
outward person, and of a gentlemanliness deeper than
mere breeding. Never before that startled April
morning did such multitudes of men shed tears for the
death of one they had never seen, as if with him a
friendly presence had been taken away from their
lives, leaving them colder and darker. Never was
funeral panegyric so eloquent as the silent look of
sympathy which strangers exchanged when they met
on that day. Their common manhood had lost a

kinsman.
James RusseLL LoweLL.

Note.—This essay was first published in the Atlantic Monthly,
January, 1864. The last paragraph was added when Mr. Lowell
collected his essays into book form. In the complete edition of
his works the date is given 1864-1865.
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could regard it as an advancement to a higher sphere
of activity when he obtained work in a ‘‘cross-roads
store,’’ where he amused the customers by his talk over
the counter; for he soon distinguished himself among
the backwoods folk as one who had something to say
worth listening to. To win that distinction, he had to
draw mainly upon his wits; for, while his thirst for
knowledge was great, his opportunities for satisfying
that thirst were woefully slender.

In the log school-house, which he could visit but
little, he was taught only reading, writing, and
elementary arithmetic. Among the people of the
settlement, bush farmers and small tradesmen, he
found none of uncommon intelligence or education;
but some of them had a few books, which he borrowed
eagerly. Thus he read and re-read ‘‘ ZEsop's Fables,’’
learning to tell stories with a point and to argue by
parables; he read ‘‘Robinson Crusoe,’’ *‘The Pilgrim’s
Progress,’”’ a short history of the United States, and
Weems® ‘‘Life of Washington.’”’ To the town con-
stable’s he went to read the Revised Statutes of Indi-
ana. Every printed page that fell into his hands he
would greedily devour, and his family and friends
watched him with wonder, as the uncouth boy, after
his daily work, crouched in a corner of the log cabin or
outside under a tree, absorbed in a book while munch-
ing his supper of corn bread. Inthis manner he began
to gather some knowledge, and sometimes he would
astonish the girls with such startling remarks as that
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pened to pass by, and making his mark at wrestling
matches, too; for at the age of seventeen he had
attained his full height, six feet four inches in his
stockings, if he had any, and a terribly muscular clod-
hopper he was. But he was known never to use his
extraordinary strength to the injury or humiliation of
others; rather to do them a kindly turn, or to enforce
justice and fair dealing between them. All this made
him a favorite in backwoods society, although in some
things he appeared a little odd to his friends. Far
more than any of them, he was given not only to read-
ing, but to fits of abstraction, to quiet musing with
himself, and also to strange spells of melancholy, from
which he often would pass in a moment to rollicking
outbursts of droll humor. But, on the whole, he was
one of the people among whom he lived; in appear-
ance, perhaps, even a little more uncouth than most of
them,—a very tall, rawboned youth, with large
features, dark, shriveled skin, and rebellious hair; his
arms and legs long, out of proportion; clad in deerskin
trousers, which from frequent exposure to the rain
had shrunk so as to sit tightly on his limbs, leaving
several inches of bluish shin exposed between their
lower end and the heavy tan colored shoes; the nether
garment held usually by only one suspender, that was
strung over a coarse home-made shirt; the head cov-
ered in winter with a coonskin cap, in summer with a
rough straw hat of uncertain shape, without a band.
From “Abrakam Lincoln.” CARL ScHURz.
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me, and it has stuck by me; for I am never easy now,
when I am handling a thought, till I have bounded it
north, and bounded it south, and bounded it east, and
bounded it west. Perhaps that accounts for the
characteristic you observe in my speeches, though I
never put the two things together before.

Oh, yes! I ‘‘read law,’’ as the phrase is—that is, I
became a lawyer’s clerk in Springfield, and copied
tedious documents, and picked up what I could of law
in the intervals of other work. But your question
reminds me of a bit of education I had, which I am
bound in honesty to mention. In the course of my
law-reading, I constantly came upon the word demon-
strate. 1 thought at first that I understood its mean-
ing, but soon became satisfied that I did not. I said to
myself, ““What do I mean when I demonstrate, more
than when I reason or prove? How does demonstra-
tion differ from any other proof?” I consulted
Webster’s Dictionary. That told of ‘‘certain proof,”
‘‘proof beyond the possibility of doubt’’; but I could
form no idea what sort of proof that was. I thought a
great many things were proved beyond a possibility of
doubt, without recourse to any such extraordinary proc-
ess of reasoning as I understood ‘‘demonstration’” to
be. I consulted all the dictionaries and books of refer-
ence I could find, but with no better results. You
might as well have defined d/us to a blind man. At
last I said, ‘‘Lincoln, you can never make a lawyer if
you do not understand what demonstrate means’’;
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and I left my situation in Springfield, went home to
my father’s house, and stayed there till I could give
any proposition in the six books of Euclid at sight.
I then found out what ‘‘demonstrate’’ means, and went
back to my law-studies.

LINCOLN’S THREE GREAT POLITICAL
SPEECHES.

Three speeches have been chosen to represent Mr.
Lincoln in the political field: Springfield, June 16, 1858;
Chicago, July 10, 1858; Cooper Union, February 27,
1860. They present, when taken together, not only
his own political faith, but ‘‘a body of Republic-
an doctrine’’ which can scarce anywhere be equaled.
Two of them, the first and third, show him at his
best, for they were, probably, the most carefully
prepared speeches of hislife. The first struck the key-
note of the great contest which ended in the downfall
of slavery, and was the text from which Lincoln
departed but little in his great debate with Douglas the
same year. The third is a tremendous summary of
the situation in 1860 and presents Lincoln’s ripest and
fullest thought upon that situation. Of this speech
Mr. Greeley afterwards said, ‘‘I do not hesitate to pro-
nounce it the very best political address to which I
ever listened—and I have heard some of Webster’s
grandest.”” The whole history of slavery -in this
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country is contained in these speeches and set forth.
with transparent clearness. ‘‘The (Cooper Union)
speech is worthy of great praise, and ought to be read
entire by him who would fully understand the history
of the year 1860.” *—FEd.

SPEECH AT SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS.

(Delsvered June 16, 1858, at the close of the Republican State
Convention, by which Mr. Lincoln was nominated for
United States Senator.)

MR, PRESIDENT AND GENTLEMEN OF THE CONVEN-
TION:—If we could first know where we are, and
whither we are tending, we could better judge what to
do, and how to do it. We are now far into the fifth
year since a policy was initiated with the avowed object
and confident promise of putting an end to slavery
agitation. Under the operation of that policy that
agitation has not only not ceased, but has constantly
augmented. In my opinion, it will not cease until a
crisis shall have been reached and passed. ‘‘A house
divided against itself can not stand.” I believe this
Government can not endure permanently half slave
and half free. I do not expect the Union to be dis-
solved—I do not expect the house to fall—but I do
expect it will cease to be divided. It will become all
one thing, or all the other. Either the opponents of

#*Rhodes, Vol. I1., p. 431.
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slavery will arrest the further spread of it, and place it
where the public mind shall rest in the belief that it is
in course of ultimate extinction; or its advocates will
push it forward till it shall become alike lawful in all
the States, old as well as new, North as well as South.

Have we no tendency to the latter condition? Let
any one who doubts carefully contemplate that now
almost complete legal combination—piece of machin-
ery, so to speak—compounded of the Nebraska doctrine*
‘and the Dred Scott decision. Let him consider not
only what work the machinery is adapted to do, and
how well adapted; but also let him study the history of
its construction, and trace, if he can, or rather fail, if he
can, to trace the evidences of design and concert of
action among its chief master-workers from the begin-
ning.

The new year of 1854 found slavery excluded from
more than half the States by State Constitutions, and
from most of the national territory by Congressional
prohibition. Four days later commenced the struggle
which ended in repealing that Congressional prohibi-
tion. This opened all the national territory to slavery,
and was the first point gained.

But, so far, Congress only had acted; and an indorse-
ment by the people, real or apparent, was indispensable
to save the point already gained and give chance for
more. Thisnecessity had not been overlooked, but had

*The Kansas-Nebraska Bill, approved by President Pierce May
30, 1854.



SPEECH AT SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS. 29

been provided for, as well as might be, in the notable
argument of ‘‘squatter sovereignty,’’ otherwise called
‘‘sacred right of self-government,’”” which Ilatter
phrase, though expressive of the only rightful basis of
any government, was so perverted in this attempted
use of it as to amount to just this: that if any one man
choose to enslave another, no third man shall be
allowed to object. That argument was incorporated
into the Nebraska Bill itself, in the language which
follows: ‘‘It being the true intent and meaning of this
act not to legislate slavery into any Territory or State,
nor to exclude it therefrom; but to leave the people
thereof perfectly free to form and regulate their
domestic institutions in their own way, subject only to
the Constitution of the United States.”

Then opened the roar of loose declamation in favor
of ‘‘squatter sovereignty’’ and ‘‘sacred right of self-
government.'’’

“But,”’ said opposition members, ‘‘let us amend the
bill so as to expressly declare that the people of the
territory may exclude slavery.” ‘‘Not we,’’ said the
friends of the measure; and down they voted the
amendment.

While the Nebraska Bill was passing through Con-
gress, a law case involving the question of a negro’s
freedom, by reason of his owner having voluntarily
taken him first into a free State and then a territory
covered by the Congressional prohibition, and held him
as a slave for a long time in each, was passing through
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forthcoming decision, whatever it might be. Then, in
a few days came the decision.

This was the third point gained.

The reputed author of the Nebraska Bill finds an
early occasion to make a speech at this capitol indors-
ing the Dred Scott decision, and vehemently denounc-
ing all opposition toit. The new President, too, seizes
an early occasion to indorse and strongly construe that
decision, and to express his astonishment that any
different view had ever been entertained!

At length a squabble springs up between the Presi-
dent and the author of the Nebraska Bill, on the mere
question of fact, whether the Lecompton Constitution*
was or was not, in any just sense, made by the people of
Kansas; and in that quarrel the latter declares that all
he wants is a fair vote for the people, and that he
cares not whether slavery be voted down or voted up.
I do not understand his declaration that he cares not
whether slavery be voted down or voted up to be
intended by him other than as an apt definition of the
policy he would impress upon the public mind—the
principle for which he declares he has suffered much,
and is ready to suffer to the end.

And well may he cling to that principle.. If he has
any parental feeling, well may he cling to it. That
principle is the only shred left of his original Nebraska

*#The State Constitution made for Kansas by the pro-slavery
men of the State in 1857. It was adopted by them “‘with slavery”
December 21, of that year, and rejected by the anti-slavery men of
the State, January 4, 1858. By a vote of the whole State August
3, 1858, it was finally rejected.
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This point is made in order that individual men may
fill up the Territories with slaves, without danger of
losing them as property, and thus enhance the chances
of permanency to the institution through all the
future. .

(3) That whether the holding a negro in actual
slavery in a free State makes him free as against
the holder, the United States courts will not decide,
but will leave it to be decided by the courts of any
slave State the negro may be forced into by the
master.

This point is made not to be pressed immediately,
but, if acquiesced in for a while, and apparently
indorsed by the people at an election, then to sustain
the logical conclusion that what Dred Scott’s master
might lawfully do with Dred Scott in the free State of
Illinois, every other master may lawfully do with any
other one or one thousand slaves in Illinois or in any
other free State.

Auxiliary to all this, and working hand in hand with
" it, the Nebraska doctrine, or what is left of it, is to
educate and mould public opinion, at least Northern
public opinion, not to care whether slavery is voted
down or voted up. This shows exactly where we now
are, and partially, also, whither we are tending.

It will throw additional light on the latter, to go
back and run the mind over the string of historical
facts already stated. Several things will now appear
less-dark and mysterious than they did when they were
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Franklin, Roger, and James, for instance,*—and when
we see these timbers joined together, and see they
exactly make the frame of a house or a mill, all the
tenons and mortices exactly fitting, and all the lengths
and proportions of the different pieces exactly adapted
to their respective places, and not a piece too many or
too few, notomitting even scaffolding—or, if a single
piece be lacking, we see the place in the frame exactly
fitted and prepared to yet bring such piece in—in sucha
case we find it impossible not to believe that Stephen
and Franklin and Roger and James all understood one
another from the beginning, and all worked upon a
common plan or draft drawn up before the first blow
was struck. :

- It should not be overlooked that, by the Nebrask
bill, the people of a State as well as Territory were to
be left ‘‘perfectly free,’’ ‘‘subject only to the Constitu-
tion.”” Why mention a State? They were legislating
for Territories, and not for or about States. Certainly
the people of a State are and ought to be subject to the
Constitution of the United States; but why is mention
of this lugged into this merely territorial law? Why
are the people of a Territory and the people of a State
therein lumped together, and their relation to the
Constitution therein treated as being precisely the
same? Whilethe opinion of the court, by Chief Justice
Taney, in the Dred Scott case, and the separate

*Stephen A. Douglas, Franklin Pierce, Roger B. Taney, and
James Buchanan,
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that together, and we have another nice little niche,
which we may, ere long, see filled with another
Supreme Court decision, declaring that the Constitu-
tion of the United States does not permit a State to
exclude slavery from its limits. And this may espe-
cially be expected if the doctrine of ‘‘care not whether
slavery be voted down or voted up’’ shall gain upon
the public mind sufficiently to give promise that such a
decision can be maintained when made.

Such a decision is all that slavery now lacks of being
alike lawful in all the States. Welcome, or unwel-
come, such decision is probably coming, and will soon
be upon us, unless the power of the present political
dynasty shall be met and overthrown. We shall lie
down pleasantly dreaming that the people of Missouri
are on the verge of making their State free, and we
shall awake to the reality instead that the Supreme
Court has made Illinois a slave State. To meet and
overthrow the power of that dynasty is the work now
before all those who would prevent that consumma-
tion. That is what we have to do. How can we
best do it?

There are those who denounce us openly to their
own friends, and yet whisper us softly that Senator
Douglas is the aptest instrument there is with which to
effect that object. They do not tell us, nor has he told
us, that he wishes any such object to be effected.
They wish us to infer all from the facts that he now
has a little quarrel with the present head of the
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Senator Douglas holds, we know, that a man may
rightfully be wiser to-day than he was yesterday—that
he may rightfully change when he finds himself wrong.
But can we for that reason run ahead, and infer that
he will make any particular change of which he him-
self has given no intimation? Can we safely base our
action upon any such vague inferences? Now, as ever,
I wish not to misrepresent Judge Douglas’s position,
question his motives, or do aught that can be person-
ally offensive to him. Whenever, if ever, he and we
can come together on principle, so that our great cause
may have assistance from his great ability, I hope to
have interposed no adventitious obstacle. But clearly,
he is not now with us—he does not pretend to be—he
does not promise ever to be.

Our cause, then, must be intrusted to, and conducted
by, its own undoubted friends—those whose hands are
free, whose hearts are in the work, who do care for the
result. Two years ago the Republicans of the nation
mustered over thirteen hundred thousand strong. We
did this under the single impulse of resistance to a
common danger, with every external circumstance
against us. Of strange, discordant, and even hostile
elements, we gathered from the four winds, and formed
and fought the battle through, under the constant hot
fire of a disciplined, proud, and pampered enemy. Did
we brave all then to falter now?—now, when that
same enemy is wavering, dissevered, and belligerent?
The result is not doubtful. We shall not fail—if we
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ing itin this light alone, nothing could have been more
unfortunate or inappropriate. It was saying just the
wrong thing; yet he saw it was an abstract truth, and
standing by the speech would ultimately find him in
the right place. I was inclined at the time to believe
these words were hastily and inconsiderately uttered,
but subsequent facts have convinced me they were
deliberate and had been matured. .

In the summer of 1859, when he was dining with a
party of his intimate friends at Bloomington, the sub-
ject of his Springfield speech was discussed. We all
insisted it was a great mistake, but he justified himself,
and finally said, ‘“Well, gentlemen, you may think
that speech was a mistake, but I never have believed it
was, and you will see the day when you will consider
it was the wisest thing I ever said."’

[ He never believed in political combinations, and
consequently, whether an individual man or class of
men supported or opposed him, never made any
difference in his feelings, or his opinions of his own
success. If he was elected, he seemed to believe that
no person or class of persons could ever have defeated
him, and if defeated, he believed nothing could ever
have elected him. Hence, when he was a candidate,
he never wanted anything done for him in the line of
political combination or management. He seemed to
want to let the whole subject alone, and for everybody
else to do the same. | .
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have often seen and sympathized. with Mr, Lincoln
during these moments. When he began speaking, his
voice was shrill, piping, and unpleasant. His manner,
his attitude, his dark, yellow face, wrinkled and dry,
his oddity of pose, his diffident movements—every-
thing seemed to be against him, but only for a short
time. After having arisen, he gemerally placed his
hands behind him, the back of his left hand in the
palm of his right, the thumb and fingers of his
right hand clasped around the left arm at the wrist.
For a few moments he played the combination of awk-
wardness, sensitiveness, and diffidence. As he pro-
ceeded he became somewhat animated, and to keep in
harmony with his growing warmth his hands relaxed
their grasp and fell to his side. Presently he clasped
them in front of him, interlocking his fingers, one
thumb meanwhile chasing another. His speech now
requiring more emphatic utterance, his fingers unlocked
and his hands fell apart. His left arm was thrown
behind, the back of his hand resting against his body,
his right hand seeking his side. By this time he had
gained sufficient composure, and his real speech began.
He did not gesticulate as much with his hands as with
his head. He used the latter frequently, throwing it
with vim this way and that. This movement was a
significant one when he sought to enforce his state-
ment. It sometimes came with a quick jerk, as if
throwing off electric sparks into combustible material.
He never sawed the air nor rent space into tatters and
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other. He neither touched nor leaned on anything for
support. He made but few changes in his positions
and attitudes. He never ranted, never walked back-
ward and forward on the platform. To ease his arms
he frequently caught hold, with his left hand, of the
lapel of his coat, keeping his thumb upright and leav-
ing his right hand free to gesticulate. The designer
of the monument recently erected in Chicago has
happily caught him in just this attitude. As he pro-
ceeded with his speech the exercise of his vocal organs
altered somewhat the tone of his voice. It lost, in a
measure, its former acute and shrilling pitch, and mel-
lowed into a more harmonious and pleasant sound.
His form expanded, and, notwithstanding the sunken
breast, he rose up a splendid and imposing figure.
Such was Lincoln the orator.

From “Life of Lincoln.”

‘WM. H. HERNDON.

SPEECH IN REPLY TO SENATOR DOUGLAS.

(Delivered at Chicago, July ro, 1858.)

My Ferrow-Citizens:—On yesterday evening, upon
the occasion of the reception given to Senator Douglas,
I was furnished with a seat very convenient for hear-
ing him, and was otherwise very courteously treated
by him and his friends, for which I thank him and
them. During the course of his remarks my name was
mentioned in such a way as, I suppose, renders it at
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Squatter Sovereignty? What has become of it? Can
you get anybody to tell you now that the people of a
Territory have any authority to govern themselves, in
regard to this mooted question of slavery, before they
form a State Constitution? No such thing at all,
although there is a general running fire, and although
there has been a hurrah made in every speech on that
side, assuming that policy had given the people of a
Territory the right to govern themselves upon this
question; yet the point is dodged. To-day it has been
decided—no more than a year ago it was decided -by
the Supreme Court of the United States, and is
insisted upon to-day—that the people of a Territory
have noright to exclude slavery from a Territory; that
if any one man chooses to take slaves into a Territory,
all of the rest of the people have no right to keep them
out. This being so, and this decision being made one
of the points that the Judge approved, and one in the
approval of which he says he means to keep me down,
—put me down I should not say, for I have never been
up. He says he is in favor of it, and sticks to it, and
expects to win his battle on that decision, which says
that there is no such thing as Squatter Sovereignty,
but that any one man may take slaves into a Territory,
and all the other men in the Territory may be opposed
to it, and yet, by reason of the Constitution, they can-
not prohibit it. When that is so, how much is left of
this vast matter of Squatter Sovereignty I should like
to know? [A voice—‘‘It is all gone.”’]
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nobody ever thought of such a thing until he brought it
forward. We do not remember, I suppose, that in that
old Declaration of Independence it is said that, “We
hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are
created equal; that they are endowed by their Creator
with certain inalienable rights; that among these are
life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness; that to se-
cure these rights, governments are instituted among
men, deriving their just powers from the consent of
the governed.”” There is the origin of the Popular
Sovereignty. Who, then, shall come in at this day and
claim that he invented it?

Judge Douglas made two points upon my recent
speech at Springfield. He says they are to be the
issues of this campaign. The first one of these points
he bases upon the language in a speech which I deliv-
ered at Springfield, which I believe I can quote cor-
rectly from memory. I said there that, ‘“We are now
far on in the fifth year since a policy was instituted for
the avowed object and with the confident promise of
putting an end to slavery agitation; under the opera-
tion of that policy, that agitation had not only not
ceased, but had constantly augmented.’’ *‘I believe it
will not cease until a crisis shall have been reached
and passed. A house divided against itself cannot
stand. I believe this Government cannot endure per-
manently, half slave and half free. I do not expect
the Union to be dissolved,”—I am quoting from my
speech,—*‘I do not expect the house to fall, but I do
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Gentlemen, Judge Douglas informed you that this
speech of mine was probably carefully prepared. I
admit that it was. I am not master of language; I
have not a fine education; I am not capable of enter-
ing into a disquisition upon dialects, as I believe you
call it; but I do not believe the language I employed
bears any such construction as Judge Douglas puts
upon it. But I don’t care about a quibble in regard to
words. I know what I meant, and I will not leave
this crowd in doubt, if I can explain it to them, what I
really meant in the use of that paragraph.

I am not, in the first place, unaware that this Govern-
ment has endured eighty-two years half slave and half
free. I know that. I am tolerably well acquainted
with the history of the country, and I know that it has
endured eighty-two years half slave and half free. I
believe—and that is what I meant to allude to there—I
believe it has endured, because during all that time,
until the introduction of the Nebraska bill, the public
mind did rest all the time in the belief that slavery
was in course of ultimate extinction. That was what
" gave us the rest that we had through that period of
eighty-two years,—at least, so I believe. I have
always hated slavery, I think, as much as any Aboli-
tionist,—I have been an Old Line Whig,—I have
always hated it; but I have always been quiet about it
until this new era of the introduction of the Nebraska
bill began. I always believed that everybody was
against it, and that it was in course of ultimate extinc-
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not quite a hundred times, at least as good as a hundred
times; and when it is said that I am in favor of inter-
fering with slavery where it exists, I know that it is
unwarranted by anything I have ever intended, and, as
I believe, by anything I have ever said. If, by any
means, I have ever used language which could fairly
be so construed (as, however, I believe I never have),
I now correct it.

So much, then, for the inference that Judge Douglas
draws, that I am in favor of setting the sections at war
with one another. I know that I never meant any
such thing, and I believe that no fair mind can infer
any such thing from anything I have ever said.

Now, in relation to his inference that I am in favor
of a general consolidation of all the local institutions of
the various States. I will attend to that for a little
while, and try to inquire, if I can, how on earth it
could be that any man could draw such an inference
from anything I said. I have said, very many times,
in Judge Douglas’s hearing, that no man believed
more than I in the principle of self-government; that
it lies at the bottom of all my ideas of just govern-
ment, from beginning to end. I have denied that his
use of that term applies properly. But for the thing
itself, I deny that any man has ever gone ahead of me
in his devotion to the principle, whatever he may have
done in efficiency in advocating it. I think that I have
said it in your hearing, that I believe each individual
is naturally entitled to do as he pleases with himself
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ical rule. If I were in Congress, and a vote should
come up on a question whether slavery should be
prohibited in a new Territory, in spite of the Dred
Scott decision, I would vote that it should.

That is what I would do. Judge Douglas said last
night that before the decision he might advance his
opinion and it might be contrary to the decision when
it was made; but after it was made he would abide
by it until it was reversed. Just so! We let this
property abide by the decision, but we will try to
reverse that decision. [Loud applause.] We will try
to put it where Judge Douglas will not object, for he
says he will obey it until it is reversed. Somebody
has to reverse that decision, since it was made, and we
mean to reverse it, and we mean to do it peaceably.

What are the uses of decisions of courts? They
have two uses. As rules of property they have two
uses. First, they decide upon the question before the
court. They decide in this case that Dred Scott is a
slave. Nobody resists that. Not only that, but they
say to everybody else, that persons standing just as
Dred Scott stands, is as he is. That is, they say that
when a question comes up upon another person, it will
be so decided again, unless the court decides in another
way, unless the court overrules its decision. Well, we
mean to do what we can to have the court decide the
other way. That is one thing we mean to try to do.

We were often,—more than once, at least,—in the
course of Judge Douglas’s speech last night, reminded
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Squatter Sovereignty? What has become of it? Can
you get anybody to tell you now that the people of a
Territory have any authority to govern themselves, in
regard to this mooted question of slavery, before they
form a State Constitution? No such thing at all,
although there is a general running fire, and although
there has been a hurrah made in every speech on that
side, assuming that policy had given the people of a
Territory the right to govern themselves upon this
question; yet the point is dodged. To-day it has been
decided—no more than a year ago it was decided -by
the Supreme Court of the United States, and is
insisted upon to-day—that the people of a Territory
have noright to exclude slavery from a Territory; that
if any one man chooses to take slaves into a Territory,
all of the rest of the people have no right to keep them
out. This being so, and this decision being made one
of the points that the Judge approved, and one in the
approval of which he says he means to keep me down,
—put me down I should not say, for I have never been
up. He says he is in favor of it, and sticks to it, and
expects to win his battle on that decision, which says
that there is no such thing as Squatter Sovereignty,
but that any one man may take slaves into a Territory,
and all the other men in the Territory may be opposed
to it, and yet, by reason of the Constitution, they can-
not prohibit it. When that is so, how much is left of
this vast matter of Squatter Sovereignty I should like
to know? [A voice—*‘It is all gone."’]
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in the country, and to transform this Government into
a government of some other form. Those arguments
that are made, that the inferior race are to be treated
with as much allowance as they are capable of enjoy-
ing; that as much is to be done for them as their con-
dition will allow,—what are these arguments? They
are the arguments that Kings have made for enslaving
the people in all ages of the world. You will find that
all the arguments in favor of King-craft were of this
class; they always bestrode the necks of the people,
not that they wanted to do it, but because the people
were better off for being ridden. That is their argu-
ment, and this argument of the Judge is the same old
serpent that says, ‘‘You work, and I eat; you toil, and
I will enjoy the fruits of it.” Turn it whatever way
you will, whether it come from the mouth of a King,
an excuse for enslaving the people of his country, or
from the mouth of men of one race as a reason for
enslaving the men of another race, it is all the same old
serpent; and I hold, if that course of argumentation
that is made for the purpose of convincing the public
mind that we should not care about this, should be
granted, it does not stop with the negro. 1 should like
to know if, taking this old Declaration of Independ-
ence, which declares that all men are equal upon prin-
ciple, you begin making exceptions to it, where you
will stop? If one man says it does not mean a negro,
why not another say it does not mean some other
man? If that declaration is not the truth, let us get
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will impose slavery upon any other creature.) Let us
then turn this Government back into the channel in
which the framers of the Constitution originally placed
it. Let us stand firmly by each other. If we do not do
so we are tending in the contrary direction that our
friend Judge Douglas proposes—not intentionally—as
working in the traces tends to make this one universal
slave nation. He is one that runs in that direction,
and as such I resist him.

My friends, I have detained you about as long as I
desired to do, and I have only to say, let us discard all
this quibbling about this man and the other man, this
race and that race and the other race being inferior,
and therefore they must be placed in an inferior posi-
tion. Let us discard all these things, and unite as one
people throughout this land, until we shall once more
stand up declaring that all men are created equal.

LINCOLN AS A LAWYER.

As he entered the trial, where most lawyers would
object he would say he ‘‘reckoned” it would be fair to
let this in, or that, and sometimes, when his adversary
could not quite prove what Lincoln knew to be the
truth, he ‘‘reckoned’ it would be fair to admit the
truth to be so-and-so. When he did object to the
court, and when he heard his objections answered, he
would often say, ‘“Well, I reckon I must be wrong.’’
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was ‘‘hurtful in denunciation and merciless in castiga-
tion.”” There was no rule of court to restrain him in
his argument, and I never, either on the stump or on
other occasions in court, saw him so wrought up.
Before he closed, he drew an ideal picture of the plain-
tiff’s husband, the deceased soldier, parting with his
wife at the threshold of their home, and kissing their
little babe in cradle, as he started for the war. ‘‘Time
rolls by,”’ he said, in conclusion; ‘‘The heroes of '76
have passed away and are encamped on the other shore.
The soldier has gone to rest, and now, crippled,
blinded, and broken, his widow comes to you and to
me, gentlemen of the jury, to right her wrongs. She
was not always thus. She was once a beautiful young
woman. Her step was as elastic, her face as fair, and
her voice as sweet as any that rang in the mountains
of old Virginia. But now she is poor and defenseless.
Out here on the prairies of 1llinois, many hundreds of
miles away from the scenes of her childhood, she
appeals to us, who enjoy the privileges achieved for
us by the patriots of the Revolution, for our sympa-
thetic aid and manly protection. All I askis, shall we
befriend her?’’ The speech made the desired impres-
sion on the jury. Half of them were in tears, while
the defendant sat in the court room, drawn up and
writhing under the fire of Lincoln’s fierce invective.
The jury returned a verdict in our favor for every cent
we demanded. Lincoln was so much interested in the old
lady that he became her surety for costs, paid her way
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discourse. I so adopt it because it furnishes a precise
and an agreed starting point for the discussion between
Republicans and that wing of the Democracy headed
by Senator Douglas. It simply leaves the inquiry,
*‘What was the understanding those fathers had of the
questions mentioned?’’

What is the frame of Government under which we .

live?

The answer must be, ‘“The Constitution of the
United States.’”’ That Constitution consists of the orig-
inal, framed in 1787 (and under which the present
Government first went into operation), and twelve
subsequently framed amendments, the first ten of
which were framed in 1789.

v Who were our fathers that framed the Constitution?

I suppose the ‘‘thirty-nine’’ who signed the original
instrument may be fairly called our fathers who framed
that part of the present Government. It is almost
exactly true to say they framed it, and it is altogether
true to say they fairly represented the opinion and

sentiment of the whole nation at that time. Their |

names, being familiar to nearly all, and accessible to
quite all, need not now be repeated.

I take these ‘‘thirty-nine,’’ for the present, as being
‘‘our fathers who framed the Government under which
we live.”’

What is the question which, according to the text,
those fathers understood just as well, and even better,
than we do now?

A
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Convention was in session framing it, and while the
Northwestern Territory still was the only territory
owned by the United States, the same question of
prohibiting slavery in the territory again came before
the Congress of the Confederation; and two more of

the ‘‘thirty-nine,”” who afterward signed the Constitu- -,

tion, were in that Congress, and voted on the question.
They were William Blount and William: Few; and they
v both voted for the prohibition—thus showing that in
their understanding no line dividing local from fed-
eral authority, nor anything else, properly forbade the
Federal Government control as to slavery in federal
territory. This time the prohibition became a law,
being part of what isnow well known as the Ordinance
of '87.

The question of federal control of slavery in the
territories seems not to have been directly before the
Convention which framed the original Constitution;
and hence it is not recorded that the ‘‘thirty-nine,”
or any of them, while engaged on that instrument,
expressed any opinion on that precise question.

In 1789, by the first Congress which sat under the
Constitution, an act was passed to enforce the Ordi-
nance of '87, including the prohibition of slavery in
the Northwestern Territory. The bill for this act was
reported by one of the ‘‘thirty-nine”—Thomas Fitzsim-
mons, then a member of the House of Representatives
from Pennsylvania. It went through all its stages
without a word of opposition, and finally passed both

’\s-r\\\
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Alabama. In both deeds of cession it was made a
condition by the ceding States that the Federal
Government should not prohibit slavery in the
ceded country. Besides this, slavery was then
actually in the ceded country. Under these cir-
cumstances, Congress, on taking charge of these
/" countries, did not absolutely prohibit slavery
within them. But they did interfere with it—take
control of it—even there, to a certain extent. In 1798
Congress organized the Territory of Mississippi. In
the act of organization they prohibited the bringing of
slaves into the Territory from any place without the
v/ United States by fine and giving freedom to slaves so
brought. This act passed both branches of Congress
without yeas and nays. In that Congress were three
of the ‘‘thirty-nine’’ who framed the original Constitu-
tion. They were John Langdon, George Read, and
Abraham Baldwin. They all probably voted for it.
Certainly they would have placed their opposition to it
upon record if, in their understanding, any line divid-
ing local from federal authority, or anything in the
Constitution, properly forbade the Federal Govern-
ment control as to slavery in federal territory.

In 1803 the Federal Government purchased the
Louisiana country. Our former territorial acquisitions
came from certain of our own States; but this
Louisiana country was acquired from a foreign nation.
In 1804 Congress gave a territorial organization to that’
part of it which now constitutes the State of Louisiana.
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branches of Congress, upon the various phases of the
general question. Two of the ‘‘thirty-nine’’'—Rufus
King and Charles Pinckney—were members of that
Congress. Mr. King steadily voted for slavery prohi-
bition and against all compromises, while Mr. Pinck-
ney as steadily voted against slavery prohibition and
against all compromises. By this, Mr. King showed
that, in his understanding, no line dividing local
from federal authority, nor anything in the Con-
stitution, was violated by Congress prohibiting slavery
in federal territory; while Mr. Pinckney, by his
votes, showed that, in his understanding, there was
some sufficient reason for opposing such prohibition in
that case.

The cases I have mentioned are the only acts of the
“‘thirty-nine,” or of any of them, upon the direct
issue, which I have been able to discover.

To enumerate the persons who thus acted as being
four in 1784, two in 1787, seventeen in 1789, three in
1798, two in 1804, and two in 1819-20, there would be

thirty of them. ' But this would be counting John

Langdon, Roger Sherman, William Few, Rufus King,
and George Read each twice, and Abraham Baldwin
three times. The true number of those of the ‘‘thirty-
nine’”’ whom I have shown to have acted upon the
question which, by the text, they understood better
than we, is twenty-three, leaving sixteen not shown to
have acted upon it in any way.

Here, then, we have twenty-three out of our *‘thirty-

Pald
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measure which he deems constitutional if, at the same
time, he deems it inexpedient. It, therefore, would
be unsafe to set down even the two who voted against
the prohibition as having done so because, in their
understanding, any proper division of local from fed-
eral authority, or anything in the Constitution, for-
bade the Federal Government control as to slavery in
federal territory. '

The remaining sixteen of the ‘‘thirty-nine,’’ so far as
I have discovered, have left no record of their under-
standing upon the direct question of federal control
of slavery in the Federal Territories. But there is
much reason to believe that their understanding upon
that question would not have appeared different from
that of their twenty-three compeers, had it been mani-
fested at all.

For the purpose of adhering rigidly to the text, I
have purposely omitted whatever understanding may
have been manifested by any person, however dis-
tinguished, other than the ‘‘thirty-nine’’ fathers who
framed the original Constitution; and, for the same
reason, I have also omitted whatever understanding
may have been manifested by any of the ‘‘thirty-nine’’
even on any other phase of the general question of
slavery. If we should look into their acts and declara-
tions on those other phases, as the foreign slave-trade,
and the morality. and policy of slavery generally, it
would appear to us that on the direct question of fed-
eral control of slavery in Federal Territories, the
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visions in these amendatory articles, and not in the

original instrument. The Supreme Court, in the Dred g,L

Scott case, plant themselves upon the fifth amendment,
which provides that no person shall be deprived of
life, liberty, or property without due process of law;
while Senator Douglas and his peculiar adherents
plant themselves upon the tenth amendment, provid-
ing that ‘‘the powers not delegated to the United
States by the Constitution are reserved to the States

respectively, or to the people.”
~

~~ Now, it so happens that these amendments were

&'7

framed by the first Congress which sat under the Con-

. stitution—the identical Congress which passed the act,

already mentioned, enforcing the prohibition of slavery
in the Northwestern Territory. Not only was it the
same Congress, but they were the identical, same indi-
vidual men who, at the same session, and at the same
time within the session, had under consideration, and
in progress toward maturity, these Constitutional
amendments, and this act prohibiting slavery in all the
territory the nation then owned. The Constitutional
amendments were introduced before, and passed after,
the act enforcing the Ordinance of '87; so that during
‘the whole pendency of the act to enforce the Ordinance,
the Constitutional amendments were also pending.
That Congress, consisting in all of seventy-six mem-
bers, including sixteen of the framers of the original
Constitution, as before stated, were pre-eminently our
fathers who framed that part of the Government under
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which we live, which is now claimed as forbidding the
Federal Government to control slavery in the Federal
Territories.

Is it not a little presumptuous in any one at this day
to affirm that the two things which that Congress
deliberately framed, and carried to maturity at the
same time, are absolutely inconsistent with each other?
And does not such affirmation become impudently
absurd when coupled with the other affirmation, from
the same mouth, that those who did the two things
alleged to be inconsistent, understood whether they
were really inconsistent better than we—better than he
who affirms that they are inconsistent?

It is surely safe to assume that the ‘‘thirty-nine”
framers of the original Constitution, and the seventy-
six members of the Congress which framed the amend-
ments thereto, taken together, do certainly include
those who may be fairly called ‘‘our fathers who framed
the Government under which we live.”” Andso assum-
ing, I defy any man to show that any one of them
ever, in his whole life, declared that, in his understand-
ing, any proper division of local from federal
authority, or any part of the Constitution, forbade the
Federal Government control as to slavery in the Fed-
eral Territories. I go a step further. I defy any one
to show that any living man in the whole world ever
did, prior to the beginning of the present century (and
I might almost say prior to the beginning of the last
half of the present century), declare that, in his under-
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standing, any proper division of local from federal
authority, or any part of the Constitution, forbade the
Federal Government control as to slavery in the
Federal Territories. To those who now so declare I
give not only ‘‘our fathers who framed the Government
under which we live,” but with them all other living
men within the century in which it was framed,
among whom to search, and they shall not be able to

, find the evidence of a single man agreeing with them.
/,

\) Now, and here, let me guard a little against being

misunderstood. I do not mean to say we are bound
to follow implicitly in whatever our fathers did. To
do so would be to discard all the lights of current
experience, to reject all progress, all improvement.
What I do say is that if we would supplant the opin-
ions and policy of our fathers in any case, we should
do so upon evidence so conclusive, and argument so
clear, that even their great authority, fairly considered
and weighed, cannot stand; and most surely not in a
case whereof we ourselves declare they understood the
question better than we.

If any man at this day sincerely believes that a
proper division of local from federal authority, or any
part of the Constitution, forbids the Federal Govern-
ment control as to slavery in the federal territories,
he is right to say so, and to enforce his position by all

Jtmthfm evidence and fair argument which he can.

But he has no right to mislead others, who have less
access to history, and less leisure to study it, into the

'l
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Republicans contend, and with this, so far as I know or
believe, they will be content.

And now, if they would listen,—as I suppose they
will not,—I would address a few words to the South-
ern people.

I would say to them: You consider yourselves a
reasonable and a just people; and I consider thatin the
general qualities of reason and justice you are not
inferior to any other people. Still, when you speak of
us Republicans, you do so only to denounce us as
reptiles, or, at the best, as no better than outlaws.
You will grant a hearing to pirates or murderers, but
nothing like it to ‘‘Black Republicans.” In all your
contentions with one another, each of you deems an
unconditional condemnation of ‘‘Black Republicanism’’
as the first thing to be attended to. Indeed, such con-
demnation of us seems to be an indispensable prereq-
uisite —license, so to speak—among you to be
admitted or permitted to speak at all. Now can you
or not be prevailed upon to pause and to consider
whether this is quite just to us, or even to your-
selves? Bring forward your charges and specifica-
tions, and then be patient long enough to hear us deny
or justify.

You say we are sectional. - We denyit. That makes

an issue; and the burden of proof is upon you. You
produce your proof; and what is it? Why, that our
party has no existence in your section—gets no votes
in your section. The fact is substantially true; but

W R
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to demand your condemnation without a moment’s
consideration.

Some of you delight to flaunt in our faces the warn-
ing against sectional parties given by Washington in
his Farewell Address. Less than eight years before
Washington gave that warning, he had, as President
of the United States, approved and signed an act of
Congress enforcing the prohibition of slavery in the
Northwestern Territory, which act embodied the policy

-of the government upon that subject up to and at the
very moment he penned that warning; and about one
year after he penned it he wrote Lafayette that he
considered that prohibition a wise measure, expressing
in the same connection his hope that we should some
time have a confederacy of free States.

Bearing this in mind, and seeing that sectionalism
has since arisen upon this same subject, is that warn-
ing a weapon in your hands against us, or in our hands
against you? Could Washington himself speak, would
he cast the blame of that sectionalism upon us, who
sustain his policy, or upon you, who repudiate it? We
respect that warning of Washington, and we com-
mend it to you, together with his example pointing to
the right application of it.

But you say you are conservative—eminently con-
servative—while we are revolutionary, destructive, or
something of the sort. What is conservatism? Isit
not adherence to the old and tried against the new and
untried? We stick to, contend for, the identical old
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- we made it so. It was not we, but you, who discarded
the old policy of the fathers. We resisted, and still
resist, your innovation; and thence comes the greater
prominence of the question. Would you have that
question reduced to its former proportions? Go back
to that old policy. What has been will be again, under
the same conditions. If you would have the peace of
the old times, re-adopt the precepts and policy of the
old times.

You charge that we stir up insurrections among your
slaves. We deny it; and what is your proof? Har-
per’'s Ferry! John Brown!! John Brown was no
Republican; and you have failed to implicate a single
Republican in his Harper’s Ferry enterprise. If any
member of our party is guilty in that matter, you
know it, or youdo notknow it. If you do know it, you
are inexcusable for not designating the man and prov-
ing the fact. If you do not know it, you are inexcus-
able for asserting it, and especially for persisting in the
assertion after you have tried and failed to make the
proof. You need not be told that persisting in a charge
which one does not know to be true is simply malicious
slander.

Some of you admit that no Republican designedly
aided or encouraged the Harper’'s Ferry affair, but
still insist that our doctrines and declarations neces-
sarily lead to such results. We do not believe it. We
know we hold to no doctrine, and make no declaration,
which were not held to and made by our fathers who
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/" What induced the Southampton insurrection,*
twenty-eight years ago, in which at least three times
as many lives were lost as at Harper's Ferry? You can
scarcely stretch your very elastic fancy to the con-
clusion that Southampton was got up by Black Repub-
licanism. In the present state of things in the United
States, I do not think a general, or even a very exten-
sive slave insurrection is possible. The indispensable
concert of action cannot be attained. The slaves have
no means of rapid communication; nor can incendiary
free men, black or white, supply it. The explosive
materials are everywhere in parcels; but there neither
are, nor can be supplied, the indispensable connecting
trains.

Much is said by southern people about the affection
of slaves for their masters and mistresses; and a part
of it, at least, is true. A plot for an uprising could
scarcely be devised and communicated to twenty indi-
viduals before some one of them, to save the life of a
favorite master or mistress, would divulge it. This is
the rule; and the slave revolution in Hayti was not an
exception to it, but a case occurring under peculiar
circumstances. The gunpowder plot of British his-
tory, though not connected with slaves, was more in
point. In that case, only about twenty were admitted

*In Southampton county, Virginia, August, 1831, occurred an
uprising of slaves, led by one Nat. Turner, a religious fanatic who
believed himself commissioned by heaven to free the slaves with
fire and sword. The insurrection was quickly subdued, but cost
the life of sixty-one white persons, The affair created the greatest
excitement in the South,
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refused to participate. In fact, it was so absurd that
the slaves, with all their ignorance, saw plainly enough
it could not succeed. That affair, in its philosophy,
corresponds with the many attempts, related in his-
tory, at the assassination of kings and emperors. An
enthusiast broods over the oppression of a people till
he fancies himself commissioned by heaven to liberate
them. He ventures the attempt, which ends in little
else than in his own execution. Orsini’s* attempt on
Louis Napoleon, and John Brown’s attempt at Harper’s
Ferry, were, in their philosophy, precisely the same.
The eagerness to cast blame on old England in the one
case, and on New England in the other, does not dis-
prove the sameness of the two things.

And how much would it avail you, if you could, by
the use of John Brown, Helper’'s book,t and the like,
break up the Republican organization? Human action
can be modified to some extent, but human nature
cannot be changed. There is a judgment and a feel-
ing against slavery in this nation, which cast at least a
million and a half of votes. You cannot destroy that
judgment and feeling—that sentiment—by breaking
up the political organization which rallies around it.

*Orsini, Felicee. An Italian patriot and revolutionist. He,
with others, attempted to assassinate Napoleon III. January 14,
1858. He was executed March 13, 1858.

+ Helper’s book, “The Impending Crisis of the South: How to
Meet It,”” was written in 1857 by a poor white of North Carolina
and first attracted attention from the Republicans in 1859. “‘It
was an arraignment of slavery from the standpoint of the poor
white, and in his interest."”
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This, plainly stated, is your language to us. Perhaps
you will say the Supreme Court has decided the disputed
Constitutional question in your favor. Not quite so.
But waiving the lawyer’s distinction bétween dictum
and decision, the Court has decided the question for
you in asort of way. The Court has substantially said,
it is your Constitutional right to take slaves into the
Federal Territories, and to hold them there as property.

When I say the decision was made in a sort of way,
I mean it was made in a divided Court, by a bare
majority of the Judges, and they not quite agreeing
with one another in the reasons for making it; that it is
so made as that its avowed supporters disagree with
one another about its meaning, and that it was mainly
based upon a mistaken statement of fact—the state-
ment in the opinion that ‘‘the right of propertyin a
slave is distinctly and expressly affirmed in the Consti-
tution.”

An inspection of the Constitution will show that the
right of property in a slave is not distinctly and
expressly affirmed in it. Bear in mind, the Judges do
not pledge their judicial opinion that such right is
impliedly affirmed in the Constitution; but they pledge
their veracity that it is distinctly and expressly affirmed
there—*‘distinctly,’’ that is, not mingled with anything
else—'‘expressly,’’ that is, in words meaning just that
without the aid of any inference, and susceptible of no
other meaning.

If they had only pledged their judicial opinion that
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Under all these circumstances, do you really feel
yourselves justified to break up this Government unless
such a court decision as yours is shall be at once sub-
mitted to as a conclusive and final rule of political
action? But you will not abide the election of a Repub-
lican President! In that supposed event, you say, you
will destroy the Union; and then, you say, the great
crime of having destroyed it will be upon us! That is
cool. A highwayman holds a pistol to my ear, and
mutters through his teeth, ‘‘Stand and deliver, or I
shall kill you, and then you will be a murderer!”

To be sure, what the robber demanded of me—my
money—was my own; and I had a clear right to keep
it; but it was no more my own than my vote is my own;
and the threat of death to me, to extort my money,
and the threat of destruction to the Union, to extort
my vote, can scarcely be distinguished in principle.

A few words now to Republicans. It is exceedingly ' /
desirable that all parts of this great Confederacy shall

... be at peace, and in harmony one with another. Let

us Republicans do our part to haveitso. Even though

” much provoked, let us do nothing through passion and

ill-temper. Even though the southern people will not
so much as listen to us, let us calmly consider their
demands, and yield to them if, in our deliberate view of
our duty, we possibly can. Judging by all they say
and do, and by the subject and nature of their con-
troversy with us, let us determine, if we can, what will
gatisfy them.
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ator Douglas’s new sedition law must be enacted and
enforced, suppressing all declarations that slavery is
wrong, whether made in politics, in presses, in pulpits,
or in private. We must arrest and return their fugi-
tive slaves with greedy pleasure. We must pull down
our Free-State Constitutions. The whole atmosphere
must be disinfected from all taint of opposition to
slavery, before they will cease to believe that all their
troubles proceed from us.

I am quite aware they do not state their case pre-
cisely in this way. Most of them would probably say
to us, “‘Let us alone; do nothing to us, and say what
you please about slavery.”” But we do let them alone,
—have never disturbed them,—so that, after all, it is
what we say which dissatisfies them. They will con-
tinue to accuse us of doing until we cease saying.

I am also aware they have not as yet in terms
demanded the overthrow of our Free-State Constitu-
tions. Yet those Constitutions declare the wrong of
slavery with more solemn emphasis than do all other
sayings against it; and when all these other sayings
shall have been silenced, the overthrow of these Con-
stitutions will be demanded, and nothing be left to
resist the demand. It is nothing to the contrary that
they do not demand the whole of this just now.
Demanding what they do, and for the reason they do,
they can voluntarily stop nowhere short of this con-
summation. Holding, as they do, that slavery is
morally right and socially elevating, they cannot cease
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wherewith we are so industriously plied and belabored
—contrivances such as groping for some middle ground
between the right and the wrong; vain as the search
for a man who should be neither a living man nor a
dead man; such as a policy of ‘‘don’t care’’ on a ques-
tion about which all true men do care; such as Union
appeals beseeching true Union men to yield to Dis-
unionists, reversing the Divine rule, and calling, not
the sinners, but the righteous to repentance; such as
invocations to Washington, imploring men to unsay
what Washington said, and undo what Washington did.

Neither let us be slandered from our duty by false

; .
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accusations against us, nor frightened from it by -

menaces of destruction to the Government, nor of
dungeons to ourselves. Let us have faith that right
makes might, and in that faith let us to the end dare to
do our duty as we understand it.

EXTRACT FROM HARTFORD SPEECH.

(Delivered Marck s, 1860.)

If the Republicans, who think slavery is wrong, get
possession of the General Government, we may not
root out the evil at once, but may at least prevent its
extension. If I find a venomous snake lying on the
open prairie, I seize the first stick and kill him at once;
but if that snake is in bed with my children, I must be
more cautious;—I shall, in striking the snake, also

2ot
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ing was chalked out. He read law, history, philos-
ophy, or poetry; Burns, Byron, Milton, or Shakespeare
and the newspapers, retaining them all about as well
as an ordinary man would any one of them who made
only one at a time his study.

I once remarked to him that his mind was a wonder

to me; that impressions were easily made upon it and
never effaced. ‘‘No,’’ said he, ‘‘you are mistaken; I
am slow to learn, and slow to forget that which I have
learned. My mind is like a piece of steel—very hard
to scratch anything on it, and almost impossible after
you get it there to rub it out.”” I give this as his own
illustration of the character of his mental faculties; it
is as good as any I have seen from any one. \
' : The beauty of his character was its entire simplicity.
He had no affectation in anything. True to nature,
true to himself, he was true to everybody and every-
thing around him. When he was ignorant on any
subject, no matter how simple it might make him
appear, he was always willing to acknowledge it. His
whole aim in life was to be true to himself,\a.nd, being
true to himself, he could be false to no one. '/

He had no vices, even as a young man. Intense
thought with him was the rule, and not, as with most
of us, the exception. He often said that he could
think better after breakfast, and better walking than
sitting, lying, or standing. His world-wide reputation
for telling anecdotes and telling them so well was, in
my judgment, necessary to his very existence. Most
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than a quarter of a century; here my children were
born, and here one of them lies buried. I know not
how soon I shall see you again. A duty devolves upon
me which is, perhaps, greater than that which has
devolved upon any other man since the days of Wash-
ington. He never could have succeeded except for the
aid of Divine Providence, upon which he at all times
relied. I feel that I cannot succeed without the same
Divine aid which sustained him; and in the same
Almighty being I place my reliance for support, and I
hope you, my friends, will all pray that I may receive
that Divine assistance, without which I cannot succeed,
but with which success is certain. Again, I bid you
all an affectionate farewell.

EXTRACT FROM SPEECH AT PITTSBURG.

(Delsvered on his way to Washington, February, 1861.)

In every short address I have made to the people,
and in every crowd through which I have passed of
late, some allusion has been made to the present dis-
tracted condition of the country. It is naturally
expected that I should say something upon this sub-
ject; but to touch upon it at all would involve an
elaborate discussion of a great many questions and
circumstances, would require more time than I can at
present command, and would, perhaps, unnecessarily
commit me upon matters which have not yet fully
- developed themselves.
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I did not expect to be called upon to say a word when
I came here. I supposed it was merely to do some-
thing towards raising the flag. I may, therefore, have
said something indiscreet. I have said nothing but
what I am willing to live by, and, if it be the pleasure
of Almighty God, to die by.

THE SITUATION IN 1861.

The situation which confronted the new President
was appalling: the larger part of the South in open
rebellion, the rest of the slaveholding States wavering,
preparing to follow; the revolt guided by determined,
daring, and skillful leaders; the Southern people,
apparently full of enthusiasm and military spirit, rush-
ing to arms, some of the forts and arsenals already in
their possession; the Government of the Union, before
the accession of the new Prer;ident, in the hands of
men some of whom actively sympathized with the
revolt, while others were hampered by their traditional
doctrines in dealing with it, and really gave it aid and
comfort by their irresolute attitude; all the depart-
ments full of ‘‘Southern sympathizers’’ and honey-
combed with disloyalty; the treasury empty, and the
public credit at the lowest ebb; the arsenals ill sup-
plied with arms, if not emptied by treacherous
practices; the regular army of insignificant strength,
dispersed over an immense surface, and deprived of
some of its best officers by defection; the navy small
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/ iligh executive duties, and who had only a speaking
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acquaintance with the men upon whose counsel and
cobperation he was to depend. Nor was his accession
to power under such circumstances greeted with gen-
eral confidence even by the members of his party.
While he had indeed won much popularity, many
Republicans, especially among those who had advo-
cated Seward’s nomination for the Presidency, saw the
simple “‘Illinois lawyer’ take the reins of government
with a feeling little short of dismay. The orators and
journals of the opposition were ridiculing and lam-
pooning him without measure. Many people actually
wondered how such a man could dare to undertake a
task which, as he himself had said to his neighbors in
his parting speech, was ‘‘more difficult than that of
Washington himself had been.’

But Lincoln brought to that task, aside from other
uncommon qualities, the first requisite,—an intuitive
comprehension of its nature. While he did not indulge
in the delusion that the Union could be maintained or
restored without a conflict of arms, he could indeed
not foresee all the problems he would have to solve.
He instinctively understood, however, by what means
that conflict would have to be conducted by the govern-
ment of a democracy. He knew that the impending
war, whether great or small, would not be like a for-
eign war, exciting a united national enthusiasm, but a
civil war, likely to fan to uncommon heat the animosi-
ties of party even in the localities controlled by the
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leadership which does not dash ahead with brilliant
daring, no matter who follows, but which is intent
upon rallying all the available forces, gathering in the
stragglers, closing up the column, so that the front
may advance well supported. For this leadership
Abraham Lincoln was admirably fitted,—better than
any other American statesman of his day; for he
understood the plain people, with all their loves and
hates, their prejudices and their noble impulses, their
weaknesses and their strength, as he understood him-
self, and his sympathetic nature was apt to draw their
sympathy to him.

From “Abrakam Lincoln."’

CARL SCHURZ.

In the first Inaugural the particularly noticeable things
are the care with whick Mr. Lincoln reiterates and de-
Jfines his position on the slavery question and the pains he
takes to make clear that the preservation of the Union
was the momentous, the main issue. On no other issue
could ke have carried the war through, and this he saw
with u’zterring sagacity. —l*)/p.

FIRST INAUGURAL ADDRESS.

(Marck 4, 1861.)

FerLLow-CiTizENs oF THE UNITED STATES:—In com-
pliance with a custom as old as the Government itself,
I appear before you to address you briefly, and to take
in your presence the oath prescribed by the Constitu-
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decision may be erroneous in any given case, still the
evil effect following it, being limited to that particular
case, with the chance that it may be overruled, and
never become a precedent for other cases, can better
be borne than could the evils of a different practice.
At the same time, the candid citizen must confess that
if the policy of the Government, upon vital questions
affecting the whole people, is to be irrevocably fixed
by the decisions of the Supreme Court, the instant they
are made in ordinary litigation between parties in per-
sonal actions, the people will have ceased to be their
own rulers, having to that extent practically resigned
their Government into the hands of that eminent
tribunal. Nor is there in this view any assault upon
the Court or the Judges. It is a duty from which they
may not shrink, to decide cases properly brought
before them, and it is no fault of theirs if others seek
to turn their decisions to political purposes.

One section of our country believes slavery is 7ig/kt,
and ought to be extended, while the other believes it
is wrong, and ought not to be extended. This is the
only substantial dispute. The fugitive slave clause of
the Constitution, and the law for the suppression of
the foreign slave-trade, are each as well enforced, per-
haps, as any law can ever be in a community where the
moral sense of the people imperfectly supports the law
itself. The great body of the people abide by the dry
legal obligation in both cases, and a few break over in
each. This, I think, cannot be perfectly cured; and
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citizens are desirous of having the National Constitu-
tion amended. While I make no recommendation of
amendment, I fully recognize the full authority of the
people over the whole subject, to be exercised in either
of the modes prescribed in the instrument itself; and
I should, under existing circumstances, favor rather
than oppose a fair opportunity being afforded the
people to act upon it. I will venture to add, that to
me the Convention mode seems preferable, in that it
allows amendments to originate with the people them-
selves, instead of only permitting them to take or
reject propositions originated by others, not especially
chosen for the purpose, and which might not be pre-
cisely such as they would wish either to accept
or refuse. I understand a proposed amendment to
the Constitution (which amendment, however, I have
not seen) has passed Congress, to the effect that the
Federal Government shall never interfere with the
domestic institutions of the States, including that of
persons held to service. To avoid misconstruction of
what I have said, I depart from my purpose, not to
speak of particular amendments, so far as to say that,
holding such a provision to now be implied constitu-
tional law, I have no objection to its being made
express and irrevocable.

The Chief Magistrate derives all his authority from
the people, and they have conferred none upon him to
fix the terms for the separation of the States. The
people themselves can do this also if they choose; but
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administration will have no immediate power, if it
would, to change either. If it were admitted that you
who are dissatisfied hold the right side in the dispute,
there is still no single reason for precipitate action.
Intelligence, patriotism,Christianity, and a firm reliance
on Him who has never yet forsaken this favored land,
are still competent to adjust, in the best way, all our
present difficulties.

In your hands, my dissatisfied fellow-countrymen,
and not in mine, is the momentous issue of civil war.
The Government will not assail you. You can have
no conflict without being yourselves the aggressors.
You have no oath registered in Heaven to destroy the
Government, while I shall have the most solemn one
to ‘‘preserve, protect, and defend it.”

I am loath to close. We are not enemies, but
friends. We must not be enemies. Though passion
may have strained, it must not break our bonds of
affection. The mystic cords of meniory, stretching
from every battlefield and patriot grave, to every liv-
ing heart and hearthstone, all over this broad land,
will yet swell the chorus of the Union,’w'nhen again
touched, as surely they will be, by the better angels of
our nature,

»*« When Mr. Lincoln was preparing the foregoing speech, Mr.
Seward submitted two separate drafts for a closing paragraph.
The second of these, containing the thought adopted by Mr. Lin-
coln, was as follows: )

“I close. We are not, wé must not be, aliens or enemies, but

fellow-countrymen and brethren. Although passion has strained
our bonds of affection too hardly, they must not, I am sure they
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clear and exact in his mind. His fault, if any, was
that he saw things less than they really were; less
beautiful and more frigid. He crushed the unreal,
the inexact, the hollow, and the sham. He saw things
in rigidity rather than in vital action. He saw what
no man could dispute, but he failed to see what might
have been seen.

Remembering that Mr. Lincoln’s mind moved
logically, slowly, and cautiously, the question of his
will and its power is easily solved. Although he
cared but little for simple facts, rules, and methods,
he did care for the truth and right of principle. In
debate he courteously granted all the forms and non-
essential things to his opponent. Sometimes he
yielded nine points out of ten. The nine he brushed
aside as husks or rubbish; but the tenth, being a ques-
tion of substance, he clung to with all his might. On
the underlying principles of truth and justice his will
was as firm as steel and as tenacious as iron. It was
as solid, real, and vital as an idea on which the world
turns. He scorned to support or adopt an untrue
position, in proportion as his conscience prevented
him from doing an unjust thing. Ask him to sacri-
fice in the slightest degree his convictions of truth—as
he was asked to do when he made his ‘‘house-divided-
against-itself speech’”’—and his soul would have
exclaimed with indignant scorn, ‘‘The world perish
first!”’ Such was Lincoln’s will. Because on one line
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LINCOLN’S MANAGEMENT -OF MEN.

In his conduct of the war he acted upon the theory
that but one thing was necessary, and that was a
united North. He had all shades of sentiments and
opinions to deal with, and the consideration was
always presented to his mind, how can I hold these
discordant elements together? It was here that he
located his own greatness as a President. One time,
about the middle of the war, I left his house about 11
o’clock at night, at the Soldiers’ Home. We had been
discussing the discords in the country, and particularly
the States of Missouri and Kentucky. As we
separated at the door he said, ‘‘I may not have made
as great a President as some other men, but I believe
I have kept these discordant elements together as well
as any one could.”” Hence, in dealing with men he
was a trimmer, and such a trimmer the world has
never seen. Halifax, who was great in his day as a
trimmer, would blush by the side of Lincoln; yet
Lincoln never trimmed in principles, it was only in his
conduct with men. He used the patronage of his
office to feed the hunger of these various factions.
Weed always declared that he kept a regular account-
book of his appointments in New York, dividing his
various favors so as to give each faction more than it
could get from any other source, yet never enough to
satisfy its appetite.
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A PROCLAMATION.

Waereas, the laws of the United States have been
for some time past and now are opposed, and the exe-
cution thereof obstructed, in the States of South
Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, Florida, Mississippi,
Louisiana, and Texas, by combinations too powerful to
be suppressed by the ordinary course of judicial pro-
ceedings, or by the powers vested in the marshals by
law;

Now, therefore, I, ABranAM LincoLN, President of
the United States, in virtue of the power in me vested
by the Constitution and the laws, have thought fit
to call forth, and hereby do call forth, the militia of
the several States of the Union, to the aggregate
number of seventy-five thousand, in order to suppress
said combinations, and to cause the laws to be duly
executed.

The details for this object will be immediately com-
municated to the State authorities through the War
Department.

I appeal to all loyal citizens to favor, facilitate,
and aid this effort to maintain the honor, the integ-
rity, and the existence of our National Union, and the
perpetuity of popular government; and to redress
wrongs already long enough endured.

I deem it proper to say that the first service assigned
to the forces hereby called forth will probably be to
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The following is President Lincoln's first message to
Congress. 1t is remarkable (1) as a lucid statement of
the condition of affairs July, 1861, (2) as a reiteration of
kis own position and that of his party, (3) as a vindica-
tion of the policy outlined in his inaugural, and (4) as
an exposition of the meaning of the conflict, not only to
the American Republic, but to republican government
everywhere.—ED,

MESSAGE TO CONGRESS IN SPECIAL
SESSION.

FeLLow-CITIZENS OF THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES:(—Having been convened on an
extraordinary occasion, as authorized by the Constitu-
tion, your attention is not called to any ordinary sub-
ject of legislation.

_At the beginning of the present Presidential term,
four months ago, the functions of the Federal Govern-
ment were found to be generally suspended within the
several States of South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama,
Mississippi, Louisiana, and Florida, excepting only
those of the Post-office Department.

Within these States, all the Forts, Arsenals, Dock-
Yards, Custom-Houses, and the like, including the
movable and stationary property in and about them,
had been seized, and were held in open hostility to
this Government, excepting only Forts Pickens, Tay-
lor, and Jefferson, on and near the Florida coast, and
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vention elected by the people of that State to
consider this very question of disrupting the Federal
Union was in session at the capital of Virginia
when Fort Sumter fell. To this body the people
had chosen a large majority of professed Union men.
Almost immediately after the fall of Sumter, many
members of that majority went over to the original
disunion minority, and with them adopted an ordi-
nance for withdrawing the State from the Union.
Whether this change was wrought by their great
approval of the assault upon Sumter, or their great
resentment at the Government’s resistance to that
assault, is not definitely known. Although they sub-
mitted the ordinance for ratification to a vote of the
people, to be taken on a day then somewhat more
than a month distant, the Convention and the Legis-
lature, which was also in session at the same time and
place, with leading men of the State not members of
either, immediately commenced acting as if the State
were already out of the Union. They pushed military
preparations vigorously forward all over the State.
They seized the United States Armory at Harper’s
Ferry, and the Navy Yard at Gosport, near Norfolk.
They received—perhaps invited—into their State large
bodies of troops, with their warlike appointments,
from the so-called seceded States. They formally
entered into a treaty of temporary alliance with
the so-called ‘‘Confederate States,’”’ and sent members
to their Congress at Montgomery. And, finally, they
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to partial and temporary departures, from necessity,
this is the leading object of the Government for whose
existence we contend.

I am most happy to believe that the plain people
understand and appreciate this. Itis worthy of note
that while in this, the Government’s hour of trial, large
numbers of those in the-army and navy who have been
favored with the offices have resigned and proved false
to the hand which had pampered them, not one com-
mon soldier or common sailor is known to have
deserted his flag. Great honor is due to those
officers who remained true, despite the example of
their treacherous associates; but the greatest honor,
and the most important fact of all, is the unanimous
firmness of the common soldiers and common sailors.
To the last man, so far as known, they have success-
fully resisted the traitorous efforts of those whose
commands, but an hour before, they obeyed as
absolute law. This is the patriotic instinct of the
plain people. They understand, without an argument,
that the destroying of the Government which was
made by Washington means no good to them.

Our popular Government has often been called an
experiment. Two points in it our people have set-
tled—the successful establishing and the successful
administering of it. One still remains—its successful
maintenance against a formidable internal attempt to
overthrow it. Itis now for them to demonstrate to
the world that those who can fairly carry an elec-
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He pretended to begin business at ten o’clock in the
morning, but in reality the ante-rooms and halls were
full long before that hour—people anxious to get the
first ax ground. He was extremely unmethodical; it
was four years' struggle on Nicolay’s part and mine to
get him to adopt some systematic rules. He would
break through every regulation as fast as it was made.
Anything that kept the people themselves away from
him he disapproved, although they nearly annoyed the
life out of him by unreasonable complaints and
requests. He wrote very few letters, and did not
read one in fifty that he received. At first we tried to
bring them to his notice, but at last he gave the whole
thing over to me, and signed, without reading them,
the letters I wrote in his name. He wrote perhaps
half-a-dozen a week himself—not more. Nicolay
received members of Congress and other visitors who
had business with the Executive office, communicated
to the Senate and House the messages of the Presi-
dent, and exercised a general supervision over the
business. I opened and read the letters, answered
them, looked over the newspapers, supervised the
clerks who kept the records, and in Nicolay’s absence
did his work also. When the President had any rather
delicate matter to manage at a distance from Washing-
ton he rarely wrote, but sent Nicolay or me. The
House remained full of people nearly all day. At
noon the President took a little lunch—a biscuit, a
glass of milk in winter, some fruit or grapes in sum-
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no saving for minors, married women, insane or absent
persons. I presume this is an omission by mere over-
sight, and I recommend that it be supplied by an

amendatory or supplemental act.
ABRAHAM LINCOLN.
April 16, 1862,

A PROCLAMATION.

(Revoking General Hunter's Order of Military Emancipation.)
WaEREAs, There appears in the public prints what
purports to be a proclamation of Major-General
Hunter, in the words and figures following, to-wit:
(GeneraL OrDERs No. 11.)
HEADQUARTERS, DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH,
Hivton Heap, Port Royal, S. C., May gth, 1862,
The three States of Georgia, Florida, and South
Carolina, comprising the Military Department of the
South, having deliberately declared themselves no
longer under the protection of the United States of
America, and having taken up arms against the said
United States, it became a military necessity to
declare martial law. This was accordingly done on
the twenty-fifth day of April, 1862. Slavery and
martial law in a free country are altogether incom-
patible; the persons in these three States—Georgia,
Florida, and South Carolina,—heretofore held as slaves,
are therefore declared forever free.

By Command of MAJ.-GEN. DAvID HUNTER:

(Official.) Ep. W. SMmITH,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.
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Resolved, That the United States ought to codperate with any
State which may adopt a gradual abolishment of slavery, giving
to such State pecuniary aid, to be used by such State, in its dis-
cretion, to compensate for the inconveniences, public and private,
produced by such change of system.

The resolution, in the language above quoted, was
adopted by large majorities in both branches of Con-
gress, and now stands an authentic, definite, and
solemn proposal of the nation to the States and people
most immediately interested in the subject matter.
To the people of those States I now earnestly appeal.
I do not argue—I beseech you to make arguments for
yourselves. You cannot, if you would, be blind to the
signs of the times. I beg of you a calm and enlarged
consideration of them, ranging, if it may be, far above
personal and partisan politics. This proposal makes
common cause for a common object, casting no
reproaches upon any. It acts not the Pharisee. The
change it contemplates would come gently as the dews
of Heaven, not rending or wrecking anything. Will
you not embrace it? So much good has not been
done, by one effort, in all past time, as in the Provi-
dence of God it is now your high privilege to do.
May the vast future not have to lament that you have
neglected it.

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my
hand, and caused the seal of the United States to be
affixed.

Done at the City of Washington, this nineteenth day
of May, in the .year of our Lord one thousand eight
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hundred and sixty-two, and of the Independence of

the United States the eighty-sixth.
By the President: ABRAHAM LINCOLN.
WiLLiaM H. SEWARD, Secretary of State.

ORDER AUTHORIZING EMPLOYMENT OF
CONTRABANDS.

WaR DEPARTMENT, WASHINGTON, July 22, 1862.

First. Ordered that military commanders within the
States of Virginia, North Carolina, Georgia, Florida,
Alabama, Mississippi, Lduisiana, Texas, and
Arkansas, in an ordinary manner seize and use any
property, real or personal, which may be necessary or
convenient for their several commands, for supplies,
or for other military purposes; and that while prop-
erty may be destroyed for proper military objects,
none shall be destroyed in wantonness or malice.

Second. That military and naval commanders shall
employ as laborers, within and from said States, so
many persons of African descent as can be advan-
tageously used for military or naval purposes, giving
them reasonable wages for their labor.

Third. That, as to both property and persons of
African descent, accounts shall be kept sufficiently
accurate and in detail to show quantities and amounts,
and from whom both property and such persons shall
have come, as a basis upon which compensation can be
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hereafter, as heretofore, the war will be prosecuted
for the object of practically restoring the constitu-
tional relation between the United States and each of
the States, and the people thereof, in which States
that relation is or may be suspended or disturbed.
That it is my purpose, upon the next meeting of Con-
gress, to again recommend the adoption of a practical
measure tendering pecuniary aid to the free accept-
ance or rejection of all the Slave States, so-called, the
people whereof may not then be in rebellion against
the United States, and which States may then have
voluntarily adopted, or thereafter may voluntarily
adopt, the immediate or gradual abolishment of slavery
within their respective limits; and that the effort to
colonize persons of African descent with their consent
upon this continent or elsewhere, with the previously
obtained consent of the government existing there,
will be continued. That on the first day of January,
in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred
and sixty-three, all persons held as slaves within any
State or any designated part of a State the people
whereof shall then be in rebellion against the United
States, skall be then, thenceforward and forever free;
and the Executive Government of the United States,
including the military and naval authority thereof,
will recognize and maintain the freedom of such per-
sons, and will do no act or acts to repress such persons,
or any of them, in any efforts they may make for
their actual freedom. That the Executive will, on
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treason and rebellion, to seize and confiscate prop-
erty of rebels, and for other purposes,’’ approved July
17, 1862, and which sections are in the words and
figures following:

Section 9. And be it further enacted, That all slaves of persons
who shall hereafter be engaged in rebellion against the govern-
ment of the United States, or who shall in any way give aid or
comfort thereto, escaping from such persons and taking refuge
within the lines of the army; and all slaves captured from such
persons or deserted by them, and coming under the control of the
government of the United States; and all slaves of such persons
found on (or being within) any place occupied by rebel forces
and afterwards occupied by the forces of the United States, shall
be deemed captives of war, and shall be forever free of their serv-
itude, and not again held as slaves.

Section 10. And be it further enacted, That no slave escaping
into any State, Territory, or the District of Columbia, from any
other State, shall be delivered up, or in any way impeded or hin-
dered of his liberty, except for crime, or some offense against the
laws, unless the person claiming said fugitive shall first make oath
that the person to whom the labor or service of such fugitive is
alleged to be due is his lawful owner, and has not been in arms
against the United States in the present rebellion, nor in any way
given aid and comfort thereto; and no person engaged in the
military or naval service of the United States shall, under any
pretense whatever, assume to decide on the validity of the claim
of any person to the service or labor of any other person, or sur-
render up any such person to the claimant, on pain of being dis-
missed from the service.

And I do hereby enjoin upon and order all persons
engaged in the military and naval service of the
United States to observe, obey, and enforce, within
their respective spheres of service, the act and sec-
tions above recited.

And the Executive will in due time recommend that
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may be viewed as the last measure of an exhausted
government, a cry for help; the Government stretch-
ing forth its hands to Ethiopia, instead of Ethiopia
stretching forth her hands to the Government.” His
idea,’’ said the President, ‘‘was that it would be con-
sidered our last skriek on the retreat.”’ [This was his
precise expression.] ‘‘ ‘Now,’ continued Mr. Seward,
‘while I approve the measure, I suggest, sir, that you
postpone its issue until you can give it to the country
supported by military success, instead of issuing it, as
would be the case now, upon the greatest disasters of
the war.”” Mr. Lincoln continued: ‘“The wisdom of
the view of the Secretary of State struck me with
great force. It was an aspect of the case that, in all
my thought upon the subject, I had entirely over-
looked. The result was that I put the draft of the
proclamation aside, as you do your sketch for a pic-
ture, waiting for a victory.

“From time to time I added or changed a line,
touching it up here and there, anxiously watching the
progress of events. Well, the next news we had was
of Pope's disaster at Bull Run. Things looked darker
than ever. Finally came the week of the battle of
Antietam. I determined to wait no longer. The
news came, I think, on Wednesday, that the advan-
tage was on our side. I was then staying at the Sol-
diers’ Home'’ [three miles out of Washington].
‘““Here I finished writing the second draft of the
preliminary proclamation; came up on Saturday;
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THE DEATH OF SLAVERY.

O thou, great Wrong, that, through the slow-paced
years,

Didst hold thy millions fettered, and didst wield
The scourge that drove the laborer to the field,
And turn a stony gaze on human tears,

Thy cruel reign is o’er;

Thy bondmen crouch no more
In terror at the menace of thine eye;
For He who marks the bounds of guilty power,
Long-suffering, hath heard the captive's cry,
And touched his shackles at the appointed hour,
And lo! they fall, and he whose limbs they galled
Stands in his native manhood, disenthralled.

A shout of joy from the redeemed is sent;
Ten thousand hamlets swell the hymn of thanks;
Our rivers roll exulting, and their banks
Send up hosannas to the firmament!

Fields where the bondman’s toil

No more shall trench the soil,
Seem now to bask in a serener day;
The meadow-birds sing sweeter, and the airs
Of Heaven with more caressing softness play,
Welcoming man to liberty like theirs.
A glory clothes the land from sea to sea,
For the great land and ' ha'-Y

o
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Didst wrest her children, deaf to shriek and prayer;
Thy inner lair became
The haunt of guilty shame;
Thy lash dropped blood; the murderer, at thy side,
Showed his red hands, nor feared the vengeance due.
Thou didst sow earth with crimes, and, far and wide,
A harvest of uncounted miseries grew,
Until the measure of thy sins at last
Was full, and then the avenging bolt was cast!

Go now, accursed of God, and take thy place

With hateful memories of the elder time,

With many a wasting plague, and nameless crime,

And bloody war that thinned the human race;
With the Black Death,* whose way
Through wailing cities lay,

Worship of Moloch, tyrannies that built

The Pyramids, and cruel creeds that taught

To avenge a fancied guilt by deeper guilt—

Death at the stake to those that held them not.

Lo! the foul phantoms, silent in the gloom

Of the flown ages, part to yield thee room.

I see the better years that hasten by
Carry thee back into that shadowy past,
Where, in the dusty spaces, void and vast,
The graves of those whom thou hast murdered lie.
The slave-pen, through whose door
Thy victims pass no more,
*A pestilence which swept over the Old World (1347-1350).
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LETTER TO A. G. HODGES.

ExecuTrive MANsioN, WASHINGTON, April 4, 1864.
A. G. Hobgss, Esq., Frankfort, Ky.

My Dear Sir.—You ask me to put in writing the
substance of what I verbally said the other day in
your presence, to Governor Bramlette and Senator
Dixon. It was about as follows: )

“I am naturally anti-slavery. If slavery is not
wrong, nothing is wrong. I cannot remember when
I did not so think and feel, and yet I have never
understood that the Presidency conferred upon me an
unrestricted right to act officially upon this judgment
and feeling. It was in the oath I took that I would,
to the best of my ability, preserve, protect, and
defend the Constitution of the United States. I could
not take the office without taking the oath. Nor was
it niy view that I might take an oath to get power,
and break the oath in using the power. I understood,
too, that in ordinary civil administration this oath
even forbade me to practically indulge my primary
abstract judgment on the moral question of slavery.
I had publicly declared this many times, and in many
ways. And I aver that, to this day, I have done no
official act in mere deference to my abstract judgment
and feeling on slavery.

“I did understand, however, that my oath to pre-
serve the Constitution to the best of my ability












AN ENGLISH ESTIMATE OF LINCOLN. 197

ance and a clear knowledge of human nature. He
saw things as a disillusionized man sees them, and
yet in the bad sense he never suffered any disillusion-
ment. For suffusing and combining his other quali-
ties was a serenity of mind which affected the whole
man. He viewed the world too much as a whole to
be greatly troubled or perplexed over its accidents.
To this serenity of mind was due an almost total
absence of indignation in the ordinary sense. Gen-
erals might half-ruin the cause for the sake of some
trumpery quarrel, or in order to gain some petty per-
sonal advantage; office-seekers might worry at the very
crisis of the nation’s fate; but none of the pettinesses,
the spites, or the follies could rouse in Lincoln the
impatience or the indignation that would have been
wakened in ordinary men. Pity, and nothing else,
was the feeling such exhibitions occasioned him.
Lincoln seems to have felt the excuse that tempers
the guilt of every mortal transgression. His large-
ness and tenderness of nature made him at heart a
universal apologist. He was, of course, too practical
and too great a statesman to let this sensibility to the
excuses that can be made for human conduct induce
him to allow misdeeds to go unpunished or uncor-
rected. He acted as firmly and as severely as if he
had experienced the most burning indignation; but
the moment we come to Lincoln’s real feelings, we see
that he was never incensed, and that, even in its most
legitimate form, the desire for retribution is absent
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what of the bearing of the autocrat he was. Itisa
sign of the absolute sincerity and good sense of the
President that he was under no sort of a temptation
to do so. Lincoln was before all things a gentleman,
and the good taste inseparable from that character
made it impossible for him to be spoiled by power and
position. This grace and strength of character is
never better shown than in the letters to his generals,
victorious or defeated. When they were beaten, he
was anxious to share the blame; when victorious he
was instant to deny by anticipation any rumor that he
had inspired the strategy of the campaign. If a
general had to be reprimanded he did it as only the
most perfect of gentlemen could do it. He could
convey the severest censure without inflicting any
wound that would not heal, and this not by using
roundabout expressions, but in the plainest language.
‘“He writes me like a father,’’ were the heart-felt words
of a commander who had been reproved by the Presi-
dent. Throughout these communications, the manner
in which he not only conceals but altogether sinks all
sense that the men to whom they are addressed
were, in effect, his subordinates, is worthy of special
note. ‘‘A breath could make them, as a breath had
made,’’ and yet Lincoln writes as if his generals were
absolutely independent.

We have said something of Lincoln as a man and
as the leader of a great cause. We desire now to
dwell upon a point which is often neglected in con-
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illuminating phrases as effectively upon paper as on
the platform. It isin his conduct of the pedestrian
portions of composition that Mr. Lincoln’s genius for
prose style is exhibited. Mr. Bright's writing cannot
claim to answer the description which Hazlitt has
given of the successful prose-writer’'s performance.
Mr. Lincoln's can. What Hazlitt says is complete
and perfect in definition. He tells us that the prose-
writer so uses his pen ‘‘that he loses no particle of
the exact characteristic extreme impression of the
thing he writes about”; and with equal significance
he points out that ‘“the prose-writer is master of his
materials,’’ as ‘‘the poet is the slave of his style.”” If
these words convey a true definition, then Mr. Lin-
coln is a master of prose. Whatever the subject he
has in hand, whether it be bold or impassioned,
business-like or pathetic, we feel that we ‘‘lose no
particle of the exact characteristic extreme impres-
sion’’ of the thing written about. We have it all, and
not merely a part. Every line shows that the writer
is master of his materials; that he guides the words,
never the words him. This is, indeed, the predomi-
nant note throughout all Mr. Lincoln’s work. We
feel that he is like the engineer who controls some
mighty reservoir. As he desires, he opens the various
sluice-gates, but for no instant is the water not under
his entire control. We are sensible in reading Mr.
Lincoln’s writings, that an immense force is gathered
up behind him, and that in each jet that flows every
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line of Winchester and Strasburgh, and could not
leave it without again exposing the Upper Potomac
and the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad. This presented
—or would present, when McDowell and Sumner
should be gone—a great temptation to the enemy to
turn back from the Rappahannock and sack Washing-
ton. My explicit order that Washington should, by
the judgment of all the commanders of corps, be left
entirely secure, had been neglected. It was precisely
this that drove me to detain McDowell.

I do not forget that I was satisfied with your
arrangement to leave Banks at Manassas Junction;
but when that arrangement was broken up and noth-
ing was substituted for it, of course I was not satis-
fied, but I was constrained to substitute something
for it myself.

And now allow me to ask, do you really think I
should permit the line from Richmond vzz Manassas
Junction to this city to be entirely open, except what
resistance could be presented by less than twenty
thousand unorganized troops? This is a question
which the country will not allow me to evade.

There is a curious mystery about the number of
troops now with you. When I telegraphed you on the
6th, saying you had over a hundred thousand with
you, I had just obtained from the Secretary of War a
statement, taken as he said from your own returns,
making one hundred and eight thousand then with
you and ez route to you. You now say you will have
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LETTER TO GEN. G. B. McCLELLAN.

ForT MoONROE, Va., May 9, 1862.
Major-GENERAL McCLELLAN,

My Dear Sir:—I have just assisted the Secretary of
War in framing part of a dispatch to you relating to
army corps, which dispatch, of course, will have
reached you long before this will. I wish to say
a few words to you privately on this subject. I
ordered the army corps organization not only on
the wunanimous opinion of the twelve generals
whom you had selected and assigned as generals
of division, but also on the unanimous opinion of
every military man I could get an opinion from—and
every modern military book,—yourself only excepted.
Of course I did not on my own judgment pretend to
understand the subject. I now think it indispensable
for you to know how your struggle against it is
received in quarters which we cannot entirely disre-
gard. It is looked upon as merely an effort to pamper
one or two pets,and to persecute and degrade their
supposed rivals. I have had no word from Sumner,
Heintzelman, or Keyes. The commanders of these
corps are of course the three highest officers with
you, but I am constantly told that you have no consul-
tation or communication with them; that you consult
and communicate with nobody but Gen. Fitz-John
Porter and perhaps General Franklin, I do not say
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claim to be at least his equal in prowess, and act upon
the claim?

As I understand, you telegraphed General Hal-
leck that you cannot subsist your army at Win-
chester wunless the railroad from Harper’s Ferry
to that point be put in working order. But the
enemy does now subsist his army at Winchester, at
a distance nearly twice as great from railroad trans-
portation as you would have to do, without the rail-
road last named. He now wagons from Culpeper
Court House, which is just about twice as far as you
would have to do from Harper’'s Ferry. He is
certainly not more than half as well provided with
wagons as you are. I certainly should be pleased for
you to have the advantage of the railroad from
Harper’s Ferry to Winchester; but it wastes all the
remainder of autumn to give it to you, and, in fact,
ignores the question of time, which cannot and must
not be ignored.

Again, one of the standard maxims of war, as
you know, is, ‘‘to operate upon the enemy’s com-
munications as much as possible without exposing
your own.’’” You seem to act as if this applies
against you, but cannot apply in your favor. Change
positions with the enemy, and think you not he
would break your communication with Richmond
within the next twenty-four hours? You dread his
going into Pennsylvania; but, if he does so in full
force, he gives up his communications to you abso-
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months of labor to reconcile the difficulty, it seemed
to grow worse and worse, until I felt it my duty to
break it up somehow, and as I could not remove Gov.
Gamble, I had to remove General Curtis. Now that
you are in the position, I wish you to undo nothing
merely because General Curtis or Governor Gamble
did it, but to exercise your own judgment, and do
right for the public interest. Let your military meas-
ures be strong enough to repel the invaders and keep
the peace, and not so strong as to unnecessarily harass
and persecute the people. It.is a difficult rd/, and so
much more will be the honor if you perform it well.
If both factions, or neither, shall abuse you, you will
probably be about right. Beware of being assailed by
one and praised by the other. Yours truly,
A. LINCOLN.

LETTER TO GEN. U. S. GRANT.

ExecuTive MaNsioN, WASHINGTON, July 13, 1863.
Maj.-Gen. U. S. GrANT.

My Dear General:—I1 do not remember that you and
I ever met personally. I write this now as a grateful
acknowledgment for the almost inestimable service
you have done the country.

I wish to say a word further., When you first
reached the vicinity of Vicksburg, I thought you
should do what you finally did—march the troops
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aster or capture of our men in great number shall
be avoided, I know these points are less likely to
escape your attention than they would be mine.

If there be anything wanting which is in my power
to give, do not fail to let me know it. And now, with
a brave army and a just cause, may God sustain you.

Yours very truly, AL
INCOLN,

ORDER FOR SABBATH OBSERVANCE.

ExecuTIvE MaNsioN, WasHINGTON, Nov. 16, 1862.

The President, commander-in-chief of the army
and navy, desires and enjoins the orderly observance
of the Sabbath by the officers and men in the mil-
itary and naval service. The importance for man and
beast of the prescribed weekly rest, the sacred rights
of Christian soldiers and sailors, a becoming deference
to the best sentiment of a Christian people, and a due
regard for the Divine will, demand that Sunday labor
in the army and navy be reduced to the measure of
strict necessity.

The discipline and character of the national forces
should not suffer, nor the cause they defend be im-
periled, by the profanation of the day or name of the
Most High. ‘‘At this time of public distress’’ (adopt-
ing the words of Washington in 1776,) ‘‘men may find
enough to do in the service of God and their country
without abandoning themselves to vice and immor-
ality.”
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Who is dead? who, unmoved by our wailing,
Is lying so low?

O my Land, stricken dumb in your anguish,
Do you feel, do you know,

That the hand which reached out of the darkness
Hath taken the whole;

Yea, the arm and the head of the people,—
The heart and the soul?

And that heart, o’er whose dread awful silence
A nation has wept;

Was the truest, and gentlest, and sweetest,
A man ever kept.

Why, he heard from the dungeons, the rice-fields,
The dark holds of ships,

Every faint, feeble cry which oppression
Smothered down on men’s lips.

In her furnace, the centuries had welded
Their fetter and chain;

And like withes, in the hands of his purpose,
He snapped them in twain.

Who can be what he was to the people,—
What he was to the State?

Shall the ages bring to us another
As good and as great?

Our hearts with their anguish are broken,
Our wet eyes are dim;
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Abraham Lincoln will be held in reverence. Rising
from among the poorest of the people, winning his
slow way upward by sheer hard work, preserving in
every successive stage a character unspotted and a -
name untainted, securing a wider respect as he
became better known, never pretending to more
than he was, nor being less than he professed himself,
he was at length, for very singleness of heart and
uprightness of conduct, because all felt that they
could trust him utterly, and would desire to be guided
by his firmness, courage, and sense, placed in the
chair of President at the turning-point of his nation’s
history. A life so true, rewarded by a dignity so
majestic, was defense enough against the petty shafts
of malice which party spirit, violent enough to light
a civil war, aimed against him. The lowly callings
he had first pursued, became his titles to greater
respect among those whose respect was worth having;
the little external rusticities only showed more
- brightly, as the rough matrix the golden ore, the
true dignity of his nature. Never was any one, set
in such high place, and surrounded with so many
motives of furious detraction, so little impeached of
aught blameworthy. The bitterest enemy could find
no more to lay to his charge than that his language
was sometimes too homely for a supersensitive
taste, or that he conveyed in a jesting phrase what
they deemed more suited for a statelier style. But
against these specks, what thorough nobility have we
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Pure was thy life; its bloody close
Hath placed thee with the sons of light,
Among the noble host of those
Who perished in the cause of Right.
WiLLiaM CULLEN BRYANT.

LETTER TO THE WORKINGMEN OF MAN-
CHESTER, ENGLAND.

Execurive MansioN, WASHINGTON, Jan. 19, 1863.

To THE WORKINGMEN OF MANCHESTER:—] have the
honor to acknowledge the receipt of the address and
resolutions which you sent me on the eve of the new
year.

When I came, on the 4th of March, 1861, through a
free and constitutional election to preside in the
Government of the United States, the country was
found at the verge of civil war. Whatever might
have been the cause, or whosesoever the fault, one
duty, paramount to all others, was before me, namely,
to maintain and preserve at once the Constitution and
the integrity of the Federal Republic. A conscien-
tious purpose to perform this duty is the key to all
the measures of administration which have been and
to all which will hereafter be pursued. Under our
frame of government and my official oath, I could not
depart from this purpose if I would. Itis not always
in the power of governments to enlarge or restrict
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this Government, which was built upon the foundation
of human rights, and to substitute for it one which
should rest exclusively on the basis of human slavery,
was likely to obtain the favor of Europe. Through
the action of our disloyal citizens, the workingmen of
Europe have been subjected to severe trials for the
purpose of forcing their sanction to that attempt.
Under the circumstances, I cannot but regard your
decisive utterances upon the question as an instance
of sublime Christian heroism which has not been sur-
passed in any age or in any country. It is indeed an
energetic and reinspiring assurance of the inherent
power of truth, and of the ultimate and universal
triumph of justice, humanity, and freedom. I do not
doubt that the sentiments you have expressed will be
sustained by your great nation; and, on the other
hand, I have no hesitation in assuring you that they
will excite admiration, esteem, and the most reciprocal
feelings of friendship among the American people.
I hail this interchange of sentiment, therefore, as an
augury that whatever else may happen, whatever
misfortune may befall your country or my own, the
peace and friendship which now exist-between the
two nations will be, as it shall be my desire to make

them, perpetual.
Perp ABRAHAM LINCOLN.
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consecrate, we cannot hallow this ground. The brave
men, living and dead, who struggled here, have con-
secrated it far above our power to add or detract.
The world will little note, nor long remember, what
we say here, but it can never forget what they did
here. It is for us, the living, rather to be dedicated
here to the unfinished work which they who fought
here have thus far so nobly advanced. It is rather
for us to be here dedicated to the great task remain-
ing before us,—that from these honored dead we take
increased devotion to that cause for which they here
gave the last full measure of devotion,—that we here
highly resolve that these dead shall not have died in
vain,—that this nation, under God, shall have a new
birth of freedom,—and that government of the people,
by the people, for the people, shall not perish from
the earth,

EXTRACT FROM GETTYSBURG ODE.

After the eyes that looked, the lips that spake

Here, from the shadows of impending death,
Those words of solemn breath,
What voice may fitly break

The silence, doubly hallowed, left by him?

We can but bow the head, with eyes grown dim,
And, as a Nation's litany, repeat

The phrase his martyrdom hath made complete,

Noble as then, but now more sadly sweet:
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means to secure that end, such will, through the
election, is most clearly declared in favor of such
Constitutional Amendment.

The most reliable indication of public purpose in
this country is derived through our popular election.
Judging by the recent canvass and its result, the
purpose of the people within the loyal States to main-
tain the integrity of the Union, was never more firm
nor more nearly unanimous than now. The extra-
ordinary calmness and good order with which the
millions of voters met and mingled at the polls give
strong assurance of this. Not only those who sup-
ported the ‘‘Union Ticket,”’ so called, but a great
majority of the opposing party also, may be fairly
claimed to entertain, and to be actuated by, the same
purpose. It is an unanswerable argument to this
effect, that no candidate to any office whatever, high
or low, has ventured to seek votes on the avowal that
he was for giving up the Union. There has been
much impugning of motives, and much heated con-
troversy as to the proper means and best mode of
advancing the Union cause; but on the distinct issue
of Union or no Union the politicians have shown their
instinctive knowledge that there is no diversity among
the people. In affording the people a fair oppor-
tunity of showing one to another and to the world
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could not vote away from their homes, and which
number cannot be less than ninety thousand. Nor
yet is this all. The number in organized territories
is triple now what it was four years ago, while
thousands, white and blaék, join us as the National
arms force back the insurgent lines. So much is
shown, affirmatively and negatively, by the election.

It is not material to inquire how the increase has
been produced, or to show that it would have been
greater but for the war, which is probably true; the
important fact remaining demonstrated that we have
more men now than we had when the war began; that
we are not exhausted, nor in process of exhaustion;
that we are gaining strength, and may, if need be,
maintain the contest indefinitely. This as to men.
Material resources are now more complete and
abundant than ever. '

The National resources, then, are unexhausted,
and, as -we believe, inexhaustible. The public pur-
pose to reé&stablish and maintain the National
authority is unchanged, and, as we believe, unchange-
able. The manner of continuing the effort remains
to choose. On careful consideration of all the evi-
dence accessible, it seems to me that no attempts at
negotiation with the insurgent leader ¢ ~
any good. He would accept of :
severance of the Union. His decls
are explicit and oft-repeated.
deceive us. He affords us m
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temper this control would be exercised can be
fairly judged of by the past. A year ago general
pardon and amnesty upon specified terms were
offered to all except certain designated -classes,
and it was at this same time made known that
the excepted classes were still within contempla-
tion of special clemency. During the year many
availed themselves of the general provision, and
many more would, only that the sign of bad faith
in some led to such precautionary measures as ren-
dered the practical process less easy and certain. Dur-
ing the same time, also, special pardons have been
granted to individuals of the excepted classes, and
no voluntary application has been denied.

Thus, practically, the door has been for a full year
open to all, except such as were not in condition to
make free choice,—that is, such as were in custody or
under constraint. It is still so open to all; but the
time may come—probably will come—when public
duty shall demand that it be closed; and that in lieu
more vigorous measures than heretofore shall be
adopted.

In presenting the abandonment of armed resistance
to the National authority on the part of the insurgents
as the only indispensable condition to ending the war
on the part of the Government, I retract nothing
heretofore said as to slavery. I repeat the declara-
tion made a year ago, that ‘‘while I remain in my
present position I shall not attempt to retract or
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Loud and long, that all may hear,
Ring for every listening ear
Of Eternity and Time!

Let us kneel:
God’s own voice is in that peal,
And this spot is holy ground.
Lord, forgive us! What are we,
That our eyes this glory see,
That our ears have heard the sound!

For the Lord
On the whirlwind is abroad;

In the earthquake he has spoken;
He has smitten with his thunder
The iron walls asunder,

And the gates of brass are broken!

Loud and Long
Lift the old exulting song;
Sing with Miriam by the sea
He has cast the mighty down;
Horse and rider sink and drown;
‘‘He hath triumphed gloriously!"’

Did we dare,
In our agony of prayer,

Ask for more than he has done?
When was ever his right hand
Over any time or land

Stretched as now beneath the sun?
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SECOND INAUGURAL ADDRESS.

(Marck 4, 1865.)

FerLow-CounTRYMEN:—At this second appearing to
take the oath of the Presidential office, there is less
occasion for an extended address than there was at
the first. Then, a statement, somewhat in detail, of
a course to be pursued, seemed very fitting and
proper. Now, at the expiration of four years, during
which public declarations have been constantly called
forth on every point and phase of the great contest
which still absorbs the attention and engrosses the
energies of the nation, little that is new could be
presented.

The progress of our arms, upon which all else
chiefly depends, is as well known to the public as to
myself; and it is, I trust, reasonably satisfactory and
encouraging to all. With high hope for the future,
no prediction in regard to it is ventured. On the
occasion corresponding to this four years ago, all
thoughts were anxiously directed to an impending civil
war. All dreaded it; all sought to avoid it. While
the inaugural address was being delivered from this
place, devoted altogether to saving the Union without
war, insurgent agents were in the city seeking to
destroy it without war,—seeking to dissolve the
Union and divide effects by negotiation.

Both parties deprecated war; but one of them
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If we shall suppose that American slavery is one of those
offenses which, in the providence of God, must needs
come, but which, having continued through His
appointed time, He now wills to remove, and that He
gives to both North and South this terrible war, as the
woe due to those by whom the offense came, shall we
discern therein any departure from those Divine
attributes which the believers in a living God always
ascribe to Him?

Fondly do we hope, fervently do we pray, that this
mighty scourge of war may speedily pass away. Yet,
if God wills that it continue until all the wealth
piled by the bondman’s two hundred and fifty years
of unrequited toil shall be sunk, and until every drop
of blood drawn with the lash shall be paid by another
drawn with the sword; as was said three thousand
years ago, so still it must be said—‘‘that the judgments
of the Lord are true and righteous altogether."’

With malice toward none, with charity for all, with
firmness in the right, as God gives us to see the right,
let us strive on to finish the work we are in; to bind
up the nation’s wounds; to care for him who shall
have borne the battle, and for his widow and his
orphans; to do all which may achieve and cherish a
just and lasting peace among ourselves and with all
nations,
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tofore excepted parts of Virginia and Louisiana,
that I should drop the suggestion about apprentice-
ship for freed people, and that I should omit the
protest against my own power in regard to the
admission of members of Congress; but even he
approved every part and parcel of the plan which has
since been employed or touched by the action of
Louisiana.

The new Constitution of Louisiana, declaring eman-
cipation for the whole State, practically applies the
proclamation to the part previously excepted. It
does not adopt apprenticeship for freed people,
and it is silent—as it could not well be otherwise—
about the admission of members to Congress. So
that, as it applies to Louisiana, every member of
the Cabinet fully approved the plan. The message
went to Congress, and I received many commenda-
tions of the plan, written and verbal, and not a single
objection to it from any professed emancipationist
came to my knowledge until after the news reached
Washington that the people of Louisiana had begun
to move in accordance with it. From about July,
1862, I had corresponded with different persons sup-
posed to be interested in seeking a reconstruction of
a State Government for Louisiana, When the mes-
sage of 1863, with the plan before mentioned, reached
New Orleans, General Banks wrote me that he was
confident the people, with his military coSperation,
would reconstruct substantiallv on that plan. I wrote
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again get them into that proper practical relation.
I believe it is not only possible, but in fact easier,
to do this without deciding or even considering
whether these States have ever been out of the
Union, than with it. Finding themselves safely at
home, it would be utterly immaterial whether they
had ever been abroad. Let us all join in doing the
acts necessary to restoring the proper practical rela-
tion between these States and the Union, and each
forever after innocently indulge his own opinion
whether in doing the acts he brought the States
from without into the Union, or only gave them
proper assistance, they never having been out of it.
The amount of constituency, so to speak, on which
the new Louisiana Government rests, would be more
satisfactory to all if it contained 50,000, 30,000,
or even 20,000, instead of only about 12,000, as it
does. It is also unsatisfactory to some that the
elective franchise is not given to the colored men. I
would myself prefer that it were conferred on the
very intelligent, and on those who serve our cause
as soldiers.

Still, the question is not whether the Louisiana
Government, as it stands, is quite all that is desir-
able. The question is, will it be wiser to take it as
it is and help to improve it, or to reject and disperse
it? Can Louisiana be brought into proper practical
relation with the Union sooner by sustaining or by
discarding her new State Government? Some twelve
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we recognize and sustain the new Government of
Louisiana, the converse of all this is made true. We
encourage the hearts and nerve the arms of the
twelve thousand to adhere to their work, and argue
for it, and proselyte for it, and fight for it, and feed
it, and grow it, and ripen it to a complete success.
The colored man, too, in seeing all united for him,
is inspired with vigilance, and energy, and daring,
to the same end. Grant that he desires the elective
franchise, will he not attain it sooner by saving the
already advanced steps toward it than by running
backward over them? Concede that the new Gov-
ernment of Louisiana is only to what it should be
as the egg is to the fowl, we shall sooner have the
fowl by hatching the egg than by smashing it.

Again, if we reject Louisiana we also reject one
vote in favor of the proposed amendment to the
National Constitution. To meet this proposition it
has been argued that no more than three-fourths
of those States which have not attempted secession
are necessary to validly ratify the amendment. I
do not commit myself against this further than to
say that such a ratification would be questionable,
and sure to be persistently questioned, while a rati-
fication by three-fourths of all the States would be
unquestioned and unquestionable. I repeat the
question: Can Louisiana be brought into proper
practical relation with the Union sooner by sustain-
ing or by discarding her new State Government?
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O Captain! my Captain! rise up and hear the
bells;
Rise up,—for you the flag is flung,—for you the bugle
trills; ,
For you bouquets and ribboned wreaths,—for you the
shores a-crowding;
For you they call, the swaying mass, their eager faces
turning;
O Captain! dear father;
This arm I push beneath you;
It is some dream that on the deck
You've fallen cold and dead.

My Captain does not answer, his lips are pale and
still;
My father does not feel my arm, he has no pulse nor
will;
But the ship, the ship, is anchored safe, its voyage
closed and done;
From fearful trip, the victor-ship comes in with
object won.
Exult, O shore, and ring, O bells!
But I, with silent tread,
Walk the spot my Captain lies,
Fallen cold and dead.
WaLT WHITMAN.
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Such was he, our Martyr-Chief,
‘Whom late the nation he had led,
‘With ashes on her head,
Wept with the passion of an angry grief:
Forgive me, if from present things I turn
To speak what in my heart will beat and burn,
And hang my wreath on his world-honored urn.
Nature, they say, doth dote,
And cannot make a man
Save on some worn-out plan,
Repeating us by rote:
For him her Old-World moulds aside she threw,
And, choosing sweet clay from the breast
Of the unexhausted West,
With stuff untainted shaped a hero new,
Wise, steadfast in the strength of God, and true.
How beautiful to see
Once more a shepherd of mankind indeed,
‘Who loved his charge, but never loved to lead;
One whose meek flock the people joyed to be,
Not lured by any cheat of birth,
But by his clear-grained human worth,
And brave old wisdom of sincerity!
They knew that outward grace is dust;
They could not choose but trust
In that sure-footed mind’s unfaltering skill,
And supple-tempered will
That bent like perfect steel to spring again and thrust.
His was no lonely mountain-peak of mind,
Thrusting to thin air o’er our cloudy bars,
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A sea-mark now, now lost in vapors blind;
Broad prairie rather, genial, level-lined,
Fruitful and friendly for all human kind,
Yet also nigh to heaven and loved of-loftiest stars.
Nothing of Europe here,
Or, then, of Europe fronting mornward still,
Ere any names of Serf and Peer
Could Nature’s equal scheme deface
And thwart her genial will;
Here was a type of the true elder race,
And one of Plutarch’s men talked with us face to face.
I praise him not; it were too late;
And some innative weakness there must be
In him who condescends to victory
Such as the Present gives, and cannot wait,
Safe in himself as in a fate.
So always firmly he:
He knew to bide his time,
And can his fame abide,
Still patient in his simple faith sublime,
Till the wise years decide.
Great captains, with their guns and drums,
Disturb our judgment for the hour,
But at last silence comes;
These all are gone, and, standing like a tower,
Our children shall behold his fame,
The kindly-earnest, brave, foreseeing man,
Sagacious, patient, dreading praise, not blame,
New birth of our new soil, the first American.
James RusseLL LoweLL.
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SOME STORIES ABOUT LINCOLN.

(Tke following stories about Mr. Lincoln are all taken from a
little book, ** Six Months at the White House with Abrakam
Lincoln,” by F. B. Carpenter, published by Hurd & Hough-
ton in 1866. The book is an excellent one for whoever de-
sires to gel a good view of Mr. Lincoln's home life and
wishes to look at him through the eyes of the artist who
writes it. —ED.)

Judge Baldwin of California, being in Washington,
called one day on General Halleck, and presuming
upon a familiar acquaintance in California a few years
before, solicited a pass outside of our lines to see a
brother in Virginia, not thinking that he would meet
with a refusal, as both his brother and himself were
good Union men. ‘“We have been deceived too
often,’’ said General Halleck, ‘‘and I regret I can’t
grant it.”” Judge B. then went to Stanton, and was
briefly disposed of, with the same result. Finally, he
obtained an interview with Mr. Lincoln, and stated
his case. ‘‘Have you applied to General Halleck?'’
inquired the President. ‘‘Yes, and met with a flat
refusal,” said Judge B. ‘‘Then you must see Stan-
ton,’’ continued the President. ‘‘I have, and with the
same result,”’ was the reply. ‘‘Well, then,” said Mr.
Lincoln, with a smile, ‘I can do nothing; for you
must know tkat [ have very little influence with this

Administration.” -
255
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 mended.” ‘‘Now, look here,’”” said Mr. Lincoln,
/ throwing one leg over the arm of his chair, ‘‘you are
" a farmer, I believe; if not, you will still understand me,
Suppose you had a large cattle yard full of all sorts of
j cattle,—cows, oxen, bulls,—and you kept killing and
4’ selling and disposing of your cows and oxen, in one
'l way and another,—taking good care of your bulls.
By-and by you would find that you had nothing but a
yard full of old bulls, good for nothing under heaven.
Now, it will be just so with the army, if I don’t stop
making brigadier-generals.”’

*
* ¥

The celebrated case of Franklin W. Smith and
brother was one of those which most largely helped
to bring military tribunals into public contempt. .
These two gentlemen were arrested and kept in con-
finement, their papers seized, their business de-
stroyed, their reputation damaged, and a naval court-
martial, ‘‘organized to convict,”” pursued them
unrelentingly till a wiser and juster hand arrested the
malice of their persecutors. It is known that Presi-
dent Lincoln, after full investigation of. the case,
annulled the whole proceedings, but it is remarkable
that the actual record of his decision could never be
obtained from the Navy Department. An exact copy
being withheld, the following was presented to the
Boston Board of Trade as being very nearly the words
of the President:
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said that seven-eighths of them are trying to find how
to live at the expense of the other eighth’.”’

* * *

No nobler reply ever fell from the lips of ruler than
that uttered by President Lincoln in response to the
clergyman who ventured to say, in his presence, that
he koped ‘‘the Lord was on our side.’” ‘I am not at
all concerned about that,’’ replied Mr. Lincoln, ‘‘for I
know that the Lord is a/ways on the side of the right.
But it is my constant anxiety and prayer that / and
this nation should be on the Lord’s side.”

*
* %

There was not unfrequently a curious mingling of
humor and pathos exhibited in Mr. Lincoln’s exercise
of the pardoning power. Lieutenant-Governor Ford,
of Ohio, had an appointment with him one evening at
six o’clock. As he entered the vestibule of the White
House his attention was attracted by a poorly clad
young woman who was violently sobbing. He asked
her the cause of her distress. She said that she had
been ordered away by the servants, after vainly wait-
ing many hours to see the President about her only
brother, who had been condemned to death. Her
story was this: She and her brother were foreigners,
and orphans. They had been in this country several
years. Her brother enlisted in the army, but, through
bad influences, was induced to desert. He was cap-
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at first somewhat surprised at the apparent forward-
ness of the young woman, but observing her distressed
appearance, he ceased conversation with his friend,
and commenced an examination of the document she
had placed in his hands. Glancing from it to the face
of the petitioner, whose tears had broken forth afresh,
he studied its expression for a moment, and then his
eyes fell upon her scanty but neat dress. Instantly
his face lighted up. ‘‘My poor girl,”’ said he, ‘“‘you
have come here with no governor, or senator, or mem-
ber of congress, to plead your cause. You seem
honest and truthful; and’’—with much emphasis—
‘‘you don’t wear /ogps, and I'll be whipped, but I will

pardon your brother.”’ .
* ¥k

Among a large number of persons waiting in the
room to speak with Mr. Lincoln on a certain day in
November, 1864, was a small, pale, delicate-looking
boy about thirteen years old. The President saw him
standing, looking feeble and faint, and said: ‘‘Come
here, my boy, and tell me what you want.”” The boy
advanced, placed his hand on the arm of the Presi-
dent’s chair, and with bowed head and timid accents
said: ‘‘Mr. President, I have been a drummer in a
regiment for two years, and my colonel got angry
with me and turned me off. I was taken sick, and
have been a long time in hospital. This is the first
time I have been out, and I came to see if you could
not do something for me.” The President looked at
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who do not own slaves are nobody there. But we
had succeeded in raising, chiefly by my labor, suffi-
cient produce, as I thought, to justify me in taking it
down the river to sell.

‘‘After much persuasion, I got the consent of
mother to go, and constructed a little flat-boat, large
enough to take a barrel or two of things that we had
gathered, with myself and little bundle, down to New
Orleans. A steamer was coming down the river. We
have, you know, no wharves on the western streams;
and the custom was, if passengers were at any of the
landings, for them to go out in a boat, the steamer
stopping and taking them on board.

“I was contemplating my new flat-boat, and won-
dering whether I could make it stronger or improve it
in any particular, when two men came down to the
shore in carriages with trunks, and looking at the
different boats singled out mine, and asked, ‘Who
owns this?’ I answered, somewhat modestly, ‘I do.’
‘Will you,’ said one of them, ‘take us and our trunks
out to the steamer?’ ‘Certainly,’ said I. I was very
glad to have the chance of earning something. I sup-
posed that each of them would give me two or three
bits. The trunks were put on my flat-boat, the pas-
sengers seated themselves on the trunks, and I sculled
them out to the steamboat.

‘“They got on board, and I lifted up their heavy
trunks, and put them on deck. The steamer was
about to put on steam again, when I called out that
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seized by the government and suppressed. The lady
replied that it was nat a parallel case; that in circum-
stances like those theig existing, when the nation was
struggling for its very life, such utterances as were
daily put forth in that journal should be suppressed
by the strong hand of authority; that the cause of
loyalty and good government demanded it. “‘I fear
you do not fully comprehend,” returned the President,
‘‘the danger of abridging the liberties of the people.
Nothing but the very sternest necessity can ever
justify it. A government had better go to the very
extreme of toleration, than to do aught that could be
construed into an interference with, or to jeopardize
in any degree, the common rights of its citizens.’’

*
* »

On Thursday of a certain week two ladies, from
Tennessee, came before the President, asking the
release of their husbands, held as prisoners of war at
Johnson's Island. They were put off until Friday,
when they came again, and were again put off until
Saturday. At each of the interviews one of the ladies
urged that her husband was a religious man. On
Saturday, when the President ordered the release of
the prisoner, he said to this lady,—‘‘You say your hus-
band is a religious man; tell him, when you meet
him, that I say I am not much of a judge of religion,
but that in my opinion the religion which sets men to
rebel and fight against their government because, as
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they think, that government does not sufficiently help
some men to eat their bread in the sweat of ozker
men’s faces, is not the sort of religion upon which
people can get to heaven.”’

*
* *

The famous *‘peace’’ conference, on board the Rrver
Queen, in Hampton Roads, between President Lincoln
and Secretary Seward, and the rebel commissioners,
Stephens, Hunter, and Campbell, took place the 3d of
February, 1865.

Mr. Davis had on this occasion, as on that of Mr.
Stephens’ visit to Washington, made it a condition
that no conference should be had unless his rank as
commander or president should first be recognized. Mr.
Lincoln declared that the only ground on which he could
rest the justice of the war—either with his own people
or with foreign powers—was that it was not a war for
conquest, for that the States had never been separated
from the Union. Consequently, he could not recog-

1nize another government inside of the one of which
he alone was President, nor admit the separate inde-
pendence of States that were yet a part of the
Union. ‘‘That,’’ said he, ‘““would be doing what you
have so long asked Europe to do in vain, and be
resigning the only thing the armies of the Union are
fighting for.”

Mr. Hunter made a long reply to this, insisting that
the recognition of Davis’ power to make a treaty was
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the first and indispensable step to peace, and referred
to the correspondence between King Charles I. and his
Parliament, as a trustworthy precedent of a constitu-
tional ruler treating with rebels.

Mr. Lincoln’s face then wore that indescribable
expression which generally preceded his hardest hits,
and he remarked: ‘‘Upon questions of history I must
refer you to Mr. Seward, for he is posted in such things,
and I don’t pretend to be bright. My only distinct
recollection of the matteris, that Charles lost his head."’

*
* 0k

Mr. Lincoln’s wit was never malicious nor rudely
personal. Once when Mr. Douglas had attempted to
parry an argument by impeaching the veracity of a
senator whom Mr. Lincoln had quoted, he answered*
that the question was not one of veracity, but simply
one of argument. ‘‘By a course of reasoning, Euclid
proveé that all the angles in a triangle are equal to two
right angles. Now, if you undertake to disprove that
proposition, would you prove it to be false by calling
Euclid a liar?”

*
* ¥

The following is related by a newspaper corre-
spondent of ‘‘a couple of aged, plain Wuitry peepla,
poorly clad, but with frank open countenances,” who
had called to see the President:

“Now is your time, dear,” said the husband, as the
_*S_;eec—i'x—at‘: Charleston, September 18, 1858.









